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The DEPTTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

RILLS (7)—FIRST READING.
y Income Tax.
, Land Tax.

, Income Tax (Rates for Deduction)
Act Amendment.

W

4, Tncome Tax Assessment Aet Amena-
ment.

Introdueed by the Premier.
5, Main Roads Aet Amendment.
6, Traflic Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Works.
7, Optometrists.

Introdneed by the Minister for Health.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [4.38]: I move—
That the Bill be now real a third time.

MR, THORN (Toodyny) [4.39]: I regret
that T was absent from the Chamber when
the second reading debate on this Bill fook
place and that I find it necessary fo speak
on the third reading. I desire, however, to
draw the Minigter's attention to the faet
that although the Bill seeks to prevent the

nomination of a candidate who is not quali-
fied, it does not state that such a person may
not nominate, but only that if he does nom-
inate he will be subjeet to a penalty. I con-
gratulate the Minister on introducing the
Bill. He stated—

One such individual was elected, but did not

take his seat. He did, however, receive the
Parliamentary sllowanee and also travelled
over the State and Eastern States railways on
his member’s pass,
It is time that candidates of this descrip-
tion were dealt with. I also regret that
the Commonwealth Electoral Act and Con-
stitution do not make similar provisions.
The candidate in question held his seat up
to the last moment.

The Premier: No.

Mr. THORN: He drew £200 of his Par-
liamentary allowance, and had a trip to
the Eastern States.

The Minister for Justice: It has not yet
been proved that he should not have taken
his seat in this House.

Mr. THORN: Then why has this Bill
been brought down? The Minister for Jus-
tice indicated to this Chamber and the pub-
lic that an amendment of this kind was ne-
cessary 50 that such individuals might be
dealt with.

The Minister for Justice: In future cases.

Mr. THORN: I asked the Premier a
certnin question, and was informed that I
should not be so inguisitive, that it was
not my business, The man in question still
holds the £200 that really belongs to the
Treasury.

The Premier: You do not know that.

Mr. THORN: I will tell the Premier
still more. The money should have been
refunded, but has not yet been returned.
Both the Premier and the Minister for Jus-
tice, in reply to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, denied that they knew anything about
this man. I tell them both that they know
all about him.

The Minister for Justice: And I tell vou
that you know more than I do.

My, THORN: The Minister knows all
about him.

The Minister for Justice: T know nothing
about him.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! If
the hon, member will address the Chair he
will find that he will not be interrupted
so frequently.
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Mr. THORN: I am now going to read a
letter dealing with a person of the same
name as the candidate in gquestion, and will
leave it to the Chamber and the publie to
determine whether the two persons are
identical. This is the oecurrence to prevent
a repetition of which the Minister for Jus-
tice has declared he brought down this Bill.

The Premier: Oh no!

Mr. THORN: The letter is very interest-
ing and comes from New Zealand. It is
in answer to one that was sent to New Zea-
land, and it states—

Dear Sir,—With reference to your letter of
the 6th instant, I forward herewith a eopy
of the finger-prints and criminal history of a
man named Claude Osmond Barker, who may
be identical with the person referred to in
your letter, He was born in New Zealand in
1897, and was a salesman and motor mechanic
by oecupation. On his release from Invercar-
gill Gao! in 1920 on probationary license after
serving a term of reformative detention for
theft and false pretences, he was taken to
Christchureh by a gentleman who took an in-
terest in him, and financed him to the extent
of £200 into a partnership in a metor cycle
busginess. He repaid £125 of the £200 and the
following year he left Christehurch suddenly
for Auckland where he dressed as a clergy-
man and posed as ‘‘Rev. W. F. Don, M.A.”’
and ghtained and attempted to obtain goods
by means of valueless cheques. It was also
discovered that he had stolen a motor cycle
from Ricearton Racecourse, Christchurch, in
November, 1920, and sold it for £50. Tor
these offences he was sentenced to three years
impriscament, and two years imprisonment,
cumulative, and declared an habitual criminal.
He was released on licemse on 19th February,
1926, and has not since eome under the notice
of the police. His photograph appears in New
Zealand *“Police Gazette,’’ 1921, photos, page
75.

The Minister for Justice: To whom was
the letter addressed and by whom was it
sent?

Mr. THORN: I am keeping that in-
formation confidential.

The Minister for Mines: What is the date
of the letter? I want to know how long this
information has been known.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordert Mem-
bers will have an opportunity of address-
ing themselves to the Chair at a later
stage. Meanwhile T hope they will keep
order.

The Premier: On a point of order! Is
the hon. member in order in producing a
letter without indicating where it came
from, who signed it, or telling the House
anything about it?

[ASSEMELY.]

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member is in order in reading any particu-
lar matter relevant to the Bill. I also think
it would be quite in order that the letter
should be laid on the Table of the House
if by special resolution the House wishes
that to be done,

The Premier: I think the bon. member
must do that,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: While the
hon. member wishes to keep secret the sig-
natory of the letter, and whilst no resolu-
tion has yet been passed by the House re-
questing that the document should be laid
on the Table, I can only rule that he is in
order.

Mr. THORN: The “Police Gazette” to
which reference has heen made is in pos-
session of the Police Department of this
State, and is therefore on view there, There
is no reason why the Premier, as well as
the Minister for Justice, should not satisfy
themselves as to the identity of the indi-
vidual in question. I feel sure every mem-
ber will agree with me that when citizens
are elected fo this Chamber they should be
of the type we desire to see here. When a
straight-out question is asked, a straight-out
answer should be given.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I hope the
hon. member will not drift away from the
subject matter of the Bill. He has had
plenty of latitude.

Mr. THORN: I thank you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, for your tolerance, The Minisfer
for Justice is to be congratulated on hring-
ing down the amendment to the Aet that
was long overdue. He had very good
reasons for amending the Aect, and is as
familiar with them as I am. Both he and
the Premier know the history of the man
in question,

The Premier: Of what man do I know
the history?

Mr. THO?N: The history of the man to
whom I have referred.

The Premier: How de you know he is
identical with the man of whom wou have
been speaking?

Mr. THORN: I have said that the
“Police Gazette” is in the possession of the
Police Department of this State.

The Premier: That does not safisfv me.

Mr. THORN: Baut it satisfies me. I fail
to understand why this matter was not
dealt with by the Government, The only

conclusion I ean arrive at is that probahly
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the Government thought it was embarrass-
ing this side of the House, and not the other
side.

The Premier: That is a rotten suggestion
to make.

Mr. THOEN: It is the eorrect sugges-
tion.

The Minister for Mines: How long have
you had that letter?

Mr. THORN: That does not matter.

The Minister for Mines: But I want to
know how old it is.

. THORN: For the reasons I have
given I am pleased to see this Bill before
the House, and hope that it will pass the
third reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton) [4.49]: At the outset I should
like to ask the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Thorn) where he got the letter he has just
read.

Mr. Thorn: I am not prepared to give that
information.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
Premier is not in order in asking a question
without notice.

The PREMIER: 11 is unfair that 2 mem-
ber should in the House produee a letter
without indicating where he got it, whether
he stole it or bribed someone to get it, or by
what eirecumstances he obtained possession of
it. He does not say who the signatory i,
where the letter ecame fyom, or tell us in
what manner it ariginated.

Mr. Thorn: I have never stolen anything
yet.

Tha PREMIER: T do not say that, but
the hon. member by his action is leaving
himself open to the suggestion, secing that
he is not prepared to tell the House the
sonree of his information. Anything I know
of, I am prepared to give to the House.

Mr. Thorn: You were not prepared to

ive——

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: T am prepared to give
the House information regarding anything
of which I am certain. T do not feel certain
in my mind about the matter, I am not pre-
pared to lend my authority to a statement
in that regard. Even though I may have
heard allegations that a certain man under-
went imprisonment in New Zcaland for an
offence, I have no means of proving the truth
of any such assertion. If we were fo call
apon the State to embark upon an investi-
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gation regavding the allegations, it might in-
volve an expenditure mueh in excess of the
parliamentary allowance to which reference
has been made. And even after mncurring
that expenditure, we might not kwow much
about the position. If the particular indivi-
dual referred to suffered a disqualifieation,
the faet remains that he resigned his seat.
Asg for hanging on to his seat until the last
minute, members must be aware that others
have retained their seats for several weeks.

Mz, Thorn: This man could have been
challenged the next day if he had taken his
seat.

The PREMIER: Some members have
taken their seats only after three or four
weeks.

Mr. Thorn:
members,

The PREMIER: I am tatking about hon-
ourable memhbers. The member for Toodyay
(Mr. Thorn) should have at least told the
House where he procured his letter, if it
bears the authority of someone who ean he
vegarded as an authority. If he is prepared
to do that, we might take some notice of the
communication. In any event, whatever allega-
tions were made against this particular indi-
vidual amounted merely to hearsay, so far as
I can understand, without #ny docwmentary
evidence or proof in support of the state-
ments made. As to the alleged offences in
New Zealand, if that matter were fo be in-
vestigated, someone would have to be sent
to the Dominion to proseeute all sorts of
inquiries, and someone would have to be
brought to Western Australia for identifica-
tion purposes. Even then, when it was all
over, the prosecution might prove to be with-
out adequate foundation, although the in-
vestigation involved might have cost hun-
dreds of pounds, It is not possible to send
anyone to New Zealand to undertake such
an inguiry without the State being involved
in the expenditure of hundreds of pounds.
T enn assure the House that, from the infor-
mation I have, I cannot say whether the
nllegntions are true or untrue. ,

Mr. Patrick: Then the Minister shounld
not have mentioned the matter when moving
the second reading of his Bilk

The PREMIER: 1 do not know about
that.

Mr. Patrick: There has been no other in-
stance.

The PREMIER: I believe the Minister
did mention something, but, as Premier, I

But they were honounrable
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say that the statement that T knew definitely
thal the allegations were true is groundless.
I have heard statements from time to time,
but T do not discuss those statements unless
I know them to he true. The member for
Toodyay eannot say that the statements con-
tained in the leiter are true, nor can he link
the individual referred to in the letter with
a certain other person. He cannot get some-
one io sy that that is so. The alleged of-
fence took place 20 years ago, and it is not
an casy matter to couple a certain individuai
with something that happened so long back,
something that happened in a eountry many
thousands of miles away, and to prove the
allegations in a country where no one knows
the individual concerned. Even if the state-
ments were true, they would be hard to
prove. If there waz any necessity to take
astion, it was when the allegations were
made, but no such action was taken. I think
the member for Toodyay was quite unfair in
inferming the House that he had received a
lotter from some individual who made alle-
gations against a certain individual and yet
not say where the letter came from, from
whom it was received, by whom it was re-
ceived, why it was sent, and so on. Was the
letter written to the Commissioner of Police
or to the Police Department in New Zealand?
Why was the letter obtained? Why did the
person write the letter? The hon. member
did not give us any information on these
points,

Mr. Patriek: Perhaps the Minister for
Justice will state the ease he had in mind,
seeing that he mentioned one specifically
when he introduced the Bill.

The PREMIER: 1 bave dealt with the
statement nade by the member for Toodyay,
who charged me with knowing about this
matter. 1 do not know all about the mac-
ter, and certainly the member for Toodyay
cannot prove that I do. e cannot prove
the truth of the statements he has given to
members. Te eould not do so, uniess he were
to take action that would involve the State
in the expenditure of a considerable amount,
much more than is involved in the accept-
ance of the parliamentary allowanee, which
may have been drawn illegally.

Mr. Fox: If the member for Toodyay is
s0 sure, he ean make his statement ountside.

Mr. Thorn: There is no doubt about the
memher for Sonth Fremantle!

The PREMIER: T think the Minister
said that something was alleged.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Watts: No, his statement was more
than that.

The PREMIER: At any rate, I do not
know what the Minister said. I know what
I could say, and 1 eonsider the member for
Toodyay was not right in stating that 1
knew about the guilt of a eertain individual.
It is not so. Even with the evidence that
the hon. member read out, I would not feet
justified in saying the individual referred to
in the eommnunication is the same as the
other individual.

Mr. Thorn: I did not say he was {he same
persoi.

The PREMIER: Nof¥

Mr. Thorn: I said it was alleged.

The PREMIER : The hon. member should
say where he got his information from, why
it was furnished, and all about it. If he feels
5o inclined, and bas no regard for the ea-
penditure of publie funds, he can move that
an inquiry be instituted in order to settle the
matter. Having regard to the state of our
finances, I do not feel disposed to authorisw
the expenditure of Letween £400 and £500
in order problematieally to get back £200,
That is the position. T frankly and eandidly
deny that I know that the person reforred to
ig guilly. The member for Toodyay should
be prepared to give the House information
as to where the letter eame from and why
it was Turnished.

ME. WATTS (Katanning) [14.56]: The
member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) did not
aceord me the privilege of showing me the
letter he read to the House prior to this
oceasion, and therefore its contents caunsed
me considerable surprise.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
alone in that,

Mr. WATTS: Many men have been
hanged on circumstantial evidence no greater
than that ineluded in the communieation
that has been read to the House to-day, no
stronger than that we have before us that
the eandidate in question is, in all likelihood,
the person referred to in the communication.
When the Bill was introduced, I had con-
siderable doubt as to whether it was a satis-
factory mensure to deal with the ease the
Minister veferred to. I recognised certain
difficulties that stood in the way of making
the provisions any more definite than they
appear in the Bill, and on the second rezd-
ing T contented myself with saying so and
accepting the effort made to rectify a diffi-
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cult position. At the same time it is no use
the Minister argning that he did not give
the impression from his second reading
speech that he knew the circumstances in
which this partienlar eandidate had been
elected. He knew that the ineligibility of any
particular candidate must be on the score
that he was either a bankrupt or had com-
mitted a criminal offence in some part of
His Majesty’s Dominions. In his remarks
the Minister said that persons ineligible to
sit in this House had nominated in the past.
He further said that one such individual had
been elected, hut had not taken his place,
hut had however received his parliamentary
allowance.

Mr. Patrick: There was nothing “alleged”
there.

Mr. WATTS: So a person who was in-
cligible was elected to sit in this House, and
the Minister gave me the impression when he
made that statemeni that he knew this par-
ticular person was not eligible to sit. If
he knew that person was not eligible, he
must have known the cause of his ineligibil-
ity. 80 I assumed, and very nearly drew
attention to that point during the second
reading debate to emphasise it, that the Min-
ister did know of the eiremmstances, despite
the deninl we have had. As I stated earlier,
many men have becn hanged on ecircumstan-
tial evidence less strong than we have heard
this afternoon.

Mr. Raphael: And yet may have been
innocent, don’t forget!

Mr. WATTS: That may have been so,
but we have the evidence, which alleges de-
finitely that the Minister knew the candi-
date in question was not eligible. Now we
have a letter produced by the member for
Toodyay in which very deflnite statements
are made.

Mr. Withers: That letter may have hbeen
written in the Claremont lunatic asylum!

Mr. WATTS: The letter contains definite
statements that an individual bearing a
name simtlar to that of the elected person,
had committed an offence in a certain part cf
His Majesty’s Dominions. In those eircum-
stances, if the failure of eligibility was be-
eause of the committal of a eriminal offence
and if the Minister knew the rveason, 1 am
not surprized that the member for Toodyay
bas gone carefully into the matter since the
second reading took place. I am not sur-
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prised that he has brought the matter under
the notice of the House to-day. I wish the
Bill ¢onld have been worded in such a way
a3 to make it impossible for such a bappen-
ing to orcur again. We should have made
it not only an offence for a man to nominate
who is ineligible, but also to make it abso-
lutely impossible for bim to nominate. T
recognise the diffienlty of acecomplishing such
an objeet and am prepared to concede that
the Bill introduced by the Minister provides
the only practical method.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [5.1]: I very
much regret that T am unable to speak at
length or to make myself heard distinetly,
as I am suffering from inflnenza. Iuring
the passage of this measure we seem to
have got to a certain point so far as the
man in question is concerned, but we have
not been prepared to go the whole distance.
I am concerned in this matter as much as
anyene in this Chamber, and would like to
know the reason for all the criticism of this
man. Are we only going to take our horse
to the hurdle and not leap it? Personally,
I consider it a public duty definitely to
make known what 'is behind the criticism
and what preventéd the man from taking
the seat which I am now occupying. In
that way we could stop once and for all the
criticism levelled against him. The mem.
her for Toodyay produced a letter, but he
did not state by whom it was written or to
whom it was addressed. We could there-
fore assume that it is an anonyvmous letter.
Such a letter was read here a week or two
ago and some members expressed their en-
tire disapproval of it. They did not seem
to be very happy abont letters of that sort.
The member for Toodyay should at least
lay the letter on the Table, so that mem-
bers may know exactly where they stand
in this matter.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna—in reply) [53]: I
am not aware whether I mentioned this
particular man directly; but at the outset
I assert definitely that I did not know—
and I do not now know, nor does anybody
in this Chamber know—that any particular
person who nominated for the Assembly
and was elected was aetually disqualified
from doing so. More than one member has
resigned his seat because he was not eligihle
to hold it.
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The Premiet: What abott the member
for Hast Perth?

Hon. C. G, Ldatham: He was made bank-
rupt after he was returhed.

Mtr. Patrick: That is a different case al-
together.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
disetissed the matter with the Crown Law
officers, who definitely inform me that they
were hot aware that Barker was a criminal.
They had ho proof of it. Had the depart-
ment set out to prove that he was not
eligible to take his seat, the State would
have heen involved in heavy expense.
Fingerprints are not aceepted as evidence.

Hon, C. 3. Latham: Do yon say that
fingerprints are not taken ns evidence?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Not if
they come from other couniries. It would
be necessary to bring someone from New
Zealand to prove that the prints were those
of the person to whom we hdve been re-
ferring. We would probably also be com-
pelled to bring other witnesses from New
Zealand to prove that he eommitted the
criminal offence which he is supposed to
have committed. Such proceedings would
have cost the Btate a greal deal more than
the few pounds which were paid to Barker
an salary, and which of eourse he should
not have received. There might be more
than one Barker;j we do not know. We have
had allegations, but not proof. I am sorry
to say that this seems to me to have become
a political matter.

Mr. Thorh: There is no need to be sorry.
That is where it siarted.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Had it
not been a politionl matter, it would not
have been so well thrashed out. Even tba
member for Katanning (Mr., Watts) ecane
with notes prepared. If seems to me that
the matter was thoroughly discussed before
it was brought to the notice of the House.
This is definitely a genunine case of political
propaganda,

Hon, C. §. Latham: We, together with
the pub'ic, are custodians of the Constitu-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have a sense of responsibility, too. If the
hon. member considers that he and his col-
leagnes are the enstodians of the Constitu-
tion, why was evidence not brought for-
ward? They bave the same right to produce
evidence as we have.

Mr. Thorn: It is your job. Why did you
not do it9

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
were trying to protect the Treasury, As I
say, I discussed the matter fully with the
Solicitor-General, who advised me definitely
that it would probably cost more to prove
that this man had eommitted s crime than
the amount paid te him in salary.

Mr. Patrick: Give us that very definite in-
stance vou mentioned,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
was assumed, as far sz 1 am concerned.

Hon, C. G, Latham: That is a big risk;
you are under suspicion.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
not right that a person should nominate who
cannot take his seat in the House, hut we
have no proof in this matter.

Hgn. C. G, Latham interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader
of the Oppoesition will please keep order.
His opportunity to address the Chair has
passed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Government has taken steps to protect the
House in future. It is practically impossible
to bring dowd legislation which would stop
a tnah fromn nominating, We cannot expect
the Chicf Blectotal Officer, before nomiltn-
tions tlose, to inquire inte a man's charas
ter and ascertain whether he is qualified to
take his sent.

The Prenmtier: Wo would not give that
authority to an ordinary presiding officer at
an ealectiot.

The MINISTER FOR JUBTICE: Any
member who was not satisfied with the Bill
had the opportutiity to bring down amend-
ments and to diseuss them fully. The mem-
ber for Kalanning (Mr. Watts) gave the
measure due consideration. He is a lawyer
and understands law mueh better than I de,
and he more or less commended the legista-
tion.

Mr. Watts: Because it is the only way to
deal with the position.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
glad to bave that admission. The Govern-
ment is doing everything possible to pro-
tect the people of the State. I am inclined
to look at the matter from one point of
view, which is that if it were not a political
matter we would not have had all this nd-
verse eritieism.

Qnestion pit and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.
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MOTION—BETTING SUPPRESSION.

Mrs. CARDELLOLIVER (Subiaco}
[3.97: T move—

That this House instructs the Government
to give instructions to the Chief of Police to
immediately use all statutory powers to close
all betting shops, houses, dwellings, and places
of whatscever kind where illegal betting is
conducted, so that the law of the land may be
honoured and Government departments duly
respected, the responsibility for the exeeution
of this motion to rest with the Government.
I bring forward this motion in the helief
that if something is not done to put down
starting-price betting, it will control not only
Government departments, but also the youth
of the State, in sueh 2 manner as to be detri-
mental to the State. The Police Department
hns been very much in the limelight lately,
owing to the great number of law-breaking
shops and hettors that are allowed to flourish
practically without interference throughout
the town and country.

The Premier: They pay thousands of
pounds in fines.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 shall deal
with that point a little later. These shops
are causing the demoralisation of our youth,
and a few law-breakers are becoming wealthy
at the expense of many prople who scarcely
have enongh income with which to feed and
elothe thenselves. Some of the bettors were
aptly deseribed by the Minister a little while
ago as nincompoops and nitwits. Every
Government department has as its head a
Minister, n member of the Government, ad-
ministering the policy of the Government in
his department; and it would be as stupid for
me to ceritivise the Commissioner of Police
because of the number of law-breakers oper-
ating in betting shops as it would be for me
to eriticise the Dhreetor of Education on any
major problem which might come under the
notice of his Minister and be the subject of
his direetion. Therefore my criticism of this
matter has always been, and will always he,
divected towards the Government rather than
towards the administrative body. That is
why T lay stress upon the last paragraph of
the motion.

Mr. Ruaphael: Make your criticism retro-
spective.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I stress in the
latter part of my motion that the Govern-
ment should aecept responsibility in this
matter. 1f the Minister is interested in his
department—and I am quite sure he is—the
question of starting-price betting must be of
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burning interest to him. It would be laugh-
able to suppose that a Labour Cabinet, in-
cluding of course the Minister, and Caucus,
had not discussed this question. That the
matter has been one of burning interest for
many years past ig evident by what I recad
in the report of the Commissioner of Police
for the year ended the 30th June, 1929. The
following appears in the report :--

There has been discussion in the columns of
the Press regarding the prevalence of bet-
ting shops, and it has been suggested by some
persons that such places should be licensed in
similar fashion to other countries; England
and Ireland have heen quoted. In regard to
the former, when legislution was approved to
license bookmakers and their establishments a
special staff was created by the Home Office
to deal with the matter, but it has been found
that the law is unworkable, In Ireland, where
ghops have been licensed, the number of
licenses zo granted have turned the regula-
tions into a farce. It is not considered that
there is any real necessity for the licensing
of betting shops—the facilities available to
the public are quite sufficient now without in
any way adding to them, and a ridienlous
position would be set up if the suggestion
were agreed to. -

Apgain, very few members of the public have
any knowledge of the complaints received
from the wives and families of men whe are
sp weak-minded as to indulge unduly in bet-
ting with kerbstone bookmakers and those
conducting betting shops.

I do not konow who was Commissioner of
Police at that time, but the extract is from
the police report of 1929. In 1939 we had
the following statement by Commissione:
Hunter:—

I would again draw attention to my re-
marks in previous annual reports respecting
this matter (gambling)—

We all know that Commissioner Hunter has
continuously protested against the existence
of hetting shops.

—and trust that during the present session of
Parliament action will be taken to pass legis-
lation to enable this rampant disease to be
brought under control. Shop betting has not
decreased to any material extent, and despite
numerous prosecutions and heavy penalties, it
still exists,

I wish to point out that after having heard
those reports and after having had them
tabled in Parliament last session and the
session before, little or nothing has been
done. Therefore I ask, “What is one to
think? Who is to blame?’ In this Chamber
I have repeatedly asked who is to blame for
the existence of so many betting shops in the
city. I myself have no hesitation in saying
that the onus of this open flouting of the law
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by a fraternity that must use graft to enable
it to carry on rests entirely on the Govern-
ment.  In making this statement I do not
single out any partienlar Minister and say
that the onus rests on him. My speeches in
this House have nlways been impersonal..

Mr. Cross: How ean graft he impersonal?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I will deal
with that matter later. I acconnt it a sign
of weakness in the debater that really eman-
ates from an inferiority complex when per-
zonalities instead of the subject become the
ohject of the debate.

Mr. Rodoreda: Will you repeat that?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The hon.
member can vead it in “Hansard.”” In per-
using “Hansard” I noticed that the Minister
quoted from a speech made by me on the
Address-in-reply and later from a letter
written by the Commissioner of Police and
published in “Hansard” and in the daily
Press. This was done to absolve Commis-
sioner Hunter from a statement involving
members of Parlisment in the odimm resalt-
ing from starting-price betting. It wag an
unfortunate break for the Minister to criti-
vise those statoments because he entirely
Justified the speech made by me.  That, of
course, was not his intention. These are the
references.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon.
member quoting from “Hansard” a para-
graph of a speech delivered this session?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It was pub-
lished in the Press.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
memher may not quote it.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Not from the
Pross?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Not from
any report of a diseussion on the subject
this session.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Then I will
not quote from “Hansard.” T will merely
say that it was unfortunate for the Minister
to criticise what was snid in the Press. 1
presume I shall be in order in gquoting the
Pross,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon,
member moy not quote any document or
paper alluding to a discussion of the same
suhject at any time this session.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER:
what was said; I recollect it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the hon.
member has it fixed indelibly in her mnag,
she may enunciate it.

I can recall
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 certainly
have it fixed indelibly in my mind.

The Minister for Mines: As you were not
in your place at the time, you must have.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do not wish
to be unfair, but the statement ts indelibly
impressed on my mind. The Minister said
that the member for Subiaco had stated that
if a complaint was made to the police, they
replied that members of Parliament wished
the starting-price betting trade to continue.
T recal] the vemark of the Commissioner of
Police—it was stated by him two or three
vears ago—that if Parliament desired the
evil to be stamped out, it was in the hands
of members. I agree that the wording of
those two sentences differs, but it is a case
of Twerdledum and Tweedledee. Upon an-
alysing those statements, I find that the in-
aetion on the part of members of Parliament
clearly shows that they wish the trade to
continue. Otherwise, heing members with
some cxecntive authority, they would move
to stamp it out. The other conclusion T draw
from the second statement is that if mem-
hers wcre active, the trade could he stamped
out. The point to be borne in mind is thes
the Government has a majority and could,
if it would, stamp ount the evil. Because the
Government does not act, the evi! remains.

Member: Where has it been stamped out?
Mr. Abhott: In New South Wales.
Mr. Needham: Innocence abroad!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Commis-
sioner of Police and T agree that the onus
rests on the Government and on. members of
this House.

The Minister for Mines:
introduee a Bill.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I have read
in “Hansard” some foolish apologies by
Ministers, and T must say that the Minister
for Mines and the Minister for Works de-
serve n prize for the illogicality and sheer
nonsense of their statements. So the gues-
tion arises, “Why does the Government pre-
fer to close its eyes to this lawless state of
affnirs?? Is it for the sake of the £21,000
of revenue received by way of fines? Surely
the Crovernment must know that, if it en-
courages vice for the sake of revenue, those
who contro] the vice will eventually control
the Government and dictate terms upon
which the evil must increase until the nation
itself erumbles under the load of vice. We
had an example many years ago of vice tak-
ing hold upon a nation when Britain

Yon had better
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forced opimm upon China for the pur-
poses of trade and incidentally revenue.
Britain soon repented her action and en-
deavoured to help China to eradicate the
evil, but found to her cost that it was much
harder to eradieate an evil than to initiate
one. I regret that the name of Commis-
sioner Hunter was brought into the dis-
cussion at all.

The Minister for Mines: Who brought it
in?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: However, the
Commissioner declared his attitude in 1939
and in previous annual reports and also to
deputations, and it might clear the air to
let the publiec know exactly where the Com-
missioner stands. He is between the devil
and the deep sea—the sea of people on the
one hand blame him for the infamous state
of affairg and the Government, on the other
hand, shelters hehind the police foree, be-
eanse it is 1the Government and not the
Commissioner that dictates the poliey and
demands obedience to it. Many of the
public do not appreciate the fact that every
member of the Cabinet is equally respon-
gible for the policy set forth by the Gov-
ernment. fIt has been traditional in the
British Parliament that should a member
of the Cabinet disagree with his colleagues,
he is in honour bound to withdraw from the
Cabinct. Therefore, if the Minister for
Mines would follow the practice of Minis-
ters in the most honest Government of the
world, he would immediately withdraw, be-
cause I presume that his statements about
hetting were sincere.

The Minister for Mines: If you were as
sincere as I am, you would not have nac-
cepted £57 from a hetting shop towards
your milk fund.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do not know
what the Minister is talking abou.

The Minister for Mines: Did not you
ring up the proprietor of that shop?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Subiaco had better address the
Chair.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I think the
Deputy Speaker is muneh fairer than are
some of the members of the opposite side
of the House. Let me say in passing that
I have never accepted £30 or even £1 from
any betting shop. On the subject of bet-
ting, members have often pacified their con-
sciences by stating that gambling is in-
herent in the human race. Strangely
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enough, the gentlemen who use that argu-
ment also tell us they have never had a bet
in their lives. Surely those men are human
and of the same nature as they attribute
to others! I should like again to quote
Commissioner Hunter when he said that if
Parliament desired, the evil could be
stamped out, because the matter was in (e
hands of members.

The Premier: Did not Parliament deal
with the matter? What did Parliament
do? Threw the Bill out of the window.

Mrs. CARDEII-QLIVER: That was a
Bill to legalise betting. Commissioner
Hunter knows the {railty of human
nature as well as does any member of this
1louse, perhaps hetter. Still he is prepared
to stamyp out the evil if Parliament directs
him to do s0. He may not be able to do
it entirely, but he can prevent temptation
from being brought in front of the youth
of Western Australia. In my opinion, a
humble opinion, human nature can be de-
praved by legislation. Human nature can
also be depraved for want of legislation.
It is the Government, as representing the
people, that has the power to legislate
cither wisely or not.

The Premier: We have learnt that we
cannot legislate on many things which we
want to legislate upon.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : Ministers have
that power because they have made the
people believe that they possess & diserimina-
tion hetween what is good and what is bad
for the people. If they cannot apply that
diserimination for the good of the State,
they simply fool themselves that they are
leaders and for a time they fool the public;
but, as a famous saying puts it, “You can
fool all the people some of the time, and
some of the people all the time, but youn ean-
not fool all the people all the time.” When
people awake to the fact that leaders have
not that power of diserimination, between
what is gpood and what is bad, Governments
fall, and, tragically, they sometimes bring
down nations with them. In dealing with
this subject I recollect a touching speech
made by a Minister in a Casabianca effort
on the Address-in-reply.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And he twisted on
the very next day!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The Minister
made observations on the subject of respect.
It must be n relief to Ministers generally to
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know they ean now rest assured that when
replying to this motion they can say to the
member for Subiace, in the words of St.
Paul, ‘“We have made your calling and elee-
tion sure.’’ When Ministers sermonise on re-
spect, I eannot help wondering what quality
of respect they have to offer. It will be re-
membered that in America the man most
respected by lawbreakers was Al Capone.
Respect from those who allow laws to be
broken when it is in their power to prevent
such aetions would be respeet that I would
not understand and certainly would not
aceept.

In the district represented by the Minister
for Works, and opposite the Scarborough
Hotel, is a large starting-price hall, com-
pleted just a little time after the hotel had
heen completed. The hall was apened, I be-
lieve, lnst summer, It was not in any way
camouflaged. Bets were taken openly either
in the street, on the footpath, or in the hall.
On the henches in this ball, when I visited
the place, numbers of young men were sit-
ting, and on a high ladder resting against
the wall, a wall which was covered with
slates, was a young girl who was engaged in
writing on the slates the names of horses
and numbers against them. She was the
only women employed amongst scores of
these lnw-breaking youths. In every start-
ing-price shop, both in the Minister’s dis-
trict and in the city and in the State over
which he has some jurisdiction, one may see
8 percentage of girls employed—a percent-
age certainly small, but quickly ipereasing
—and not employed as the girl at Sear-
borough was employed but in some occupa-
tion about the shop. The Minister knows
well that there are dozens of women in all
districts who now bet in these shops, and
that their number is increasing daily. Prams
and children are to be seen outside. Many
women “try their luck” in starting-price
shops beeause of poverty, They have but
7s. weekly per unit with which to feed and
clothe their children. Their outlock upon
life is drear and hopeless. They know that
hecause of poverty their children are under-
nourished, and many of them subnormal,
The women argue that they might as well
try their luck and be able to change the
conditions of their life even if only in a
small degree.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Subiaco is not reading her speech?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, Sir; I am
not reading my speech.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the bon.
member kindly resume her seat for a
moment? I wish to draw the attention of
members to Mays “Parliamentary Proce-
dure.” I have no desire to prevent any
member from exercising the right of fully
expressing his views on any matter that
comes before the Chair; but it is definitely
laid down that speeches shall not be read.
I quote the following from May:—

A member is not permitted to read his

gpeech, hut may refresh his memory by a re-
forence to notes. The reading of written
speeches, which has been allowed in other de-
liherative assemblies, has never heen recog-
nised in either House of Parliament. A mem-
ber may vead extracts from documents, but
hig own language must be delivered bona fide
in the form of an unwritten composition. Any
other rule would be at once inconvenieant and
repugnant to the true theory of debate,
I hope hon. members will bear that in mind.
I do not wish to stop the member for
Subiaeo, but 1 hope she will make an endea-
vour to comply with the procedure set down,
The hon. member may proeeed.

AMrs., CARDELL-OLIVER: Thank you,
Sir. I doubt whether the Minister has re-
speet for women at all. I wish {o say that
these women go into these shops to bet, and
the Minister—if I rceolleet aright—did say
that they were foolish. But these people
have gone ioto these shops believing that
such establishments are not harmful to them.
They believe that they may gain something
there. If the places are allowed to remain
there by law, surely they trust the Minis-
ter's word, when he is clectioneering, that
he will do his hest for the people, and they
-—his electors—eannot believe that the bet-
ting shops are harmful if he allows them to
remain open. I again say that if the Min-
ister eannot respect one who continually
pleads for improvement in the conditions of
these people, then his respeet has no mean-
ing for me.

A few weeks ago I was in touch with =
young man who only had meal tickets for
sustenance. In desperation he hired himself
to a starting-price shop for the afternoon.
For this service he received £1. He told me
that when he was in the shop serving, he
prayed that the shop might be raided. I
asked him why, and explained to him
that he might be arrested and be brought
before the Police Court and convictel
as a eriminal.  “That is the point,”
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be said, “I wanted to be a ecriminal
because then I would receive £2 extra
for the afternoon, and with that money I
would be able to buy food and clothes,” He
explained that the clothes he stood up in
were all he had. That boy was not a had
lad. He was unfit for the army, and un-
trained for a livelihood. He did not want to
accept the single man’s relief work condi-
tions in the country, where he would have
two days’ work per week in the Never-Never
and sleep under a mulga bush for the rest
of the week—out of tomch with civilisation,
with little hope of returning to civilisation
and normality. Such men—Ilittle more than
hoys: this youth was only 19 or 20 vears
of age—do not care about being fined. They
know that their bosses pay the fines. They
want money for food and clothing. They
want money to get married, to have homes
and children. They are human just as you
and I ave, Mr. Deputy Speaker; and they
spe =0 many law-breaking shops and so many
men becoming rich on ill-goiten gains that
the law to them is a farce.

When offering their services they know
that they may be charged by the police, but
their action is deliberate. They know that
they are heing used as tools, and that the
owners and lessees of the betting premises
are immune. They are aware just as well
as you and T are, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that
no proprietor, no well-known man, is
charged. T ask you, Sir, whether we ean
expect the vounger generation in these
cireumstances to believe in justice?  They
cannot have any respeet for the law, for
family life, or for women. Their respect has
alsn heeome that comparative quality which
resrects the law-breaker rather than the law-
maker.

These vouths know that even justices on
the hench to-day may plead the canse of
law-breakers. We have read of justices re-
eontly areming that hreakers of the hetting
laws should not be elassed as criminals. In
vassing, T may here be legitimately stopped
by Mr. Dennty Speaker, but T wish to point
ont that it is abont time an Aet was passed
making it compulsory for all justices, and
would-be justices, to pass an elementarv exa-
mination in law, especially if justices are
allowed to inflnence magistrates. Magistrate
Craiz, when he wished to send one of these
law-hreakers to prison, did not do so he-
eanse justices outvoted bim; but he indicated
that if he could have had his own way,
the man would have heen sent to gaol, and

753

be commented on the marvellous immunity
apparently enjoyed by certain people, That
was & week or two ago. A similar case is
reported to have happened yesterday.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member
for Subiaco is quite in order in quoling
cases of that sort. The only thing she is
prevented from doing is to quote from any
document any portion of any discussion, or
references to it, which took place in this
Chamber during the current session.

Hon. C. G. Latham: May I rise o a
point of order, Sir, because, after all, your
ruling is so definite. I do not think, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, that you mean that we may
not quote. TIs it not that we may not read?
I can pick up a “Hansard” to refresh my
memory and then quote from memory. Sure-
iy, Sir, you would not prevent me from do-
ing that. T agrec that one cannot produce
a “Hansard” or a newspaper report of a
speech and read it here. I hope, Sir, that
you will make perfectly clear what members
can do.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: For the bena-
it of members I shall read Standing Order
124, which deals very explicitly with this
matter and with the point raised by the
Leader of the Opposition—

No member shall read from a printed news-
paper or hook the report of auny speech made
in Parliament during the same session
That is the only attitude T have adopted, and
I think it is the only attitude that any Mr.
Specaker is likely to adopt. Members are
perfectly entitled to refresh their memory
and to guote as much as they please, but
they must not use documnentary evidenes and
quote from it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Read from .

The DEPUTY SPEAEER: Read from it
during the same session. The member for
Subiaco may continue.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: During the
last few days I have taken the opportunity
to pay a visit in the luncheon hour to a
few of the starting-price betting shops and
partienlarly the betting shops in a small
area or an arca that might be termed a
small block. I went into 11 shops. All had
open fronts to the street and some had
double fronts. The rents of those places
must have been quite considerable. There
were others that were in offices; they were
not shops. In each of the 11 shops I visited
there were from 40 to 100 people present
during the Iuncheon hour and as people came



752

out others went in. I counted in the period
I was there no fewer than 600 people, but
that figure was really small in e¢omparison
with the numbers that were there throughout
the period in which betting was carried on.
I tock partienlar notice of the class of peo-
ple that patronised the shops and I saw that
they were not what would be considered
poor. Many were men who a few years ago
wonld not have dreamt of entering a start-
ing-priee betting shop. They were men whoe
would naturally attend the racecourse. T
¢an come to no other conclusion than that
their presence in these shops was due to the
tolerance of the Government which increased
the popularity of these shops. WNo member
in this House, I am sure, ean now say that
the betting shops are the resorts of poor
people only. Fully 70 per cent. of the men
I saw cntering and emerging from these
shops were men of means and of rcpute.
There were railway and {ramway men, office
men, and when it is realised that their money
iz needed for war efforts T consider it is dis-
graeeful to allow these shops to remain open.

In one shop that T entered T saw employed
a man to whom s few weeks before I had
given assistance. He was behind the eoun-
ter earrying ont betfing dnties. T do not
know what it was he was actually doing but
I do not blame him for taking on the job,
whatever it was, because I suppose he was
not ahle to find another in a different av-
enve. In nine out of the 11 shops that I
visited on this particular day T noticed gamb-
ling machines. By pulling a lever it was
possible to get a first, second or a third
horse in what I think was a race game.
I must, however, say that T did not see
many women in these establishments. There
were dozens of men around the gambling
machines and they were idling away the
time waiting for the results of the races to
come through. T have seen two-up played
in Kalgoorlie and other mining towns as
well as the three-card trick in England, and
T consider that they are really honest games
in comparison with the gambling machines
in those betting shops. Another point is
that in most of the betting shops I noticed
that lottery tickets were on sale. To me it
seemns wrong that the Government shonld
make a contact in this respect with people
who are carrying on an illegal business.

Again there is in this city located in a
basement in one of our prineipal thorough-
fares a Press agency. This establishment
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has direct control over starting-price Press
news and is also associated with, and dis-
tributes mews among 300 starting-price
shops in the metropolitan area. By adjuost-
ing a small gadget, one message from this
Press agency reaches those 300 people
simultaneously. I do not know whether this
business extends further afield; it may go
into the eouniry distriets, but I do not
know. I do know, however, that it receives
from 10s. to £1 per race day from each of
its subseribers. Just imagine what would
happen if an enemy took over a concern
like that by which it would be possible to
distribute news, true or false, all over the
city. S0 we have right in our midst a place
quite sujtable for any enemy to unse. We
have had examples of the enemy use of
telephones in Holland, Norway and Bel-
giam, I know that members of this House
are aware that this Press ageney exists, and
1 ask whether such a business ean be car-
ried on without graft., It may be that the
owner works within the law, A Royal Com-
mission which investigated betting in
Queensland declared that Press agencies
there were vital to starting-price betting
shops. In Queensland in 1928, the clients
held by the agencies there numbered 44 and
in 1935 it had increased to 169, and the
amount paid there in telephone ealls dur-
ing that period was £45,000. The Deputy
Director of Posts and Telegraphs was in-
vited by that Royal Commission to give evi-
dence but he declined to do so and the Com-
mission reported that it had learned from
other sources that the attitude of that de-
partment was that it was not a crime-de-
teeting institution. The Perth Press agency
has more clients than the Queensland
ageney had, but the Perth ageney is re-
ported to have paid only £2,500 in the year
for telephone ealls, and so it is gnite likely
that this agency has a competitor in the
State. As a matter of faet I know that it
has a eompetitor.

80 we have the position that the Com-
monwealth Government permits the tele-
phone to be used by betting interests, and
in that way gains revenue, while the State
allows illegal betting to continue, so that
it, too, may gain revenne. I ask whether
any hon. member believes that the Common-
wealth or the State is aecting in the best in-
terests of the people by permitting this kind
of business to he varried on. Members may
remark that this is a Commonwealth mat-
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ter. I know it is, and I have said that tele-
phones are a Commonwealth matter. But
it is not only a Commonwealth matter; it

is our duty to take steps to stop
the drift fowards our own destrue-
tion. Queensland may not have en-

tirely wiped out all the starting-price
betting shops but that State has made a
determined effort to do so. New Zealand
has also made a similar effort and cleaned
the parasites from her ecities. We should
do the same. Unforfunately, it is the will
that is wanting,

Before concluding I wish to repeat
that T do not want hon. members’
respect when thousands are dying and
nations are erumbling. The waste of preci-
ous time on individual personslities is out
of place, To me hon. members opposite
do not exist as men. But as politicians they
are my coneern and it is my concern that
the citizens of the State respect the Gov-
crninent., If I have hurt the individual
pride of any member, I am sorry; if I have
angered one member to take political action
on the matters which in my opinion are
vital to the interests of the State, then )
am glad. My few remarks have not been
offered merely for the sake of speaking.
They have been made with one objeet and
that is to elicit from the Government the
reason why over 1,000 starting-price bet-
ting shops are permitted to exist in the
State. I know that there are over n thous-
and shops flourishing at the present time.
Many of the men controlling these shops
say that if they had to pay £50 a month it
would not hurt them in the slightest de-
gree. Therefore I ask that the motion be
earried, the motion which urges the put-
ting into forece of the statutory powers we
already have to purge the country of para-
sites.

The honour of yeconstruction, rebuild-
ing and purging the country of para-
sites belongs to the Government. The polit-
ical colonur of the Government in a question
of this kind does not matter. It is the ac-
compliskment of the job that matters. If
the law says that a man should go to gaol
for doing wrong, he should go to gaol, and
the Government should see to it that he
is sent to gaol. In every country the people
are crying out for national unity, national
honesty and guidance from political leaders.
I have been esked to persevere in my con-
demnation of starting-price betting and in
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my efforts to wipe it out. I have no wish
to bring in the question of my election into
the debate, except to say thnt it was not
because of any personal effort that I won
this seat. I won it because I was against
starting-price betting,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I remind
the hon., member that there is pothing in the
motion relating to her election.

Mr. Tonkin: Does the hon. member
realise that her motion will bring in Tat-
tersall’s Club and all the racecourses?

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: I have given
considerable thonght to the motion and I
want to sce it carried in toto. TFurther, I
desire the Government to do its part and
see that the existing laws are enforced, If
there is no intention of enforeing them,
what on earth is the use of our making
laws?

Mr, Fox: Would you bring in the Stock
Exchange as well?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I am not
going to be sidetraeked. The political
colour of the Government does not
matter. What is necessary is the ac-

complishing of the job and—time is of vital
importance. We will soon have men return-
ing to this country who will want food,
shelter and positions, and work must he
waiting for them. Will those things be
fortheoming if we spend ouwr substance
wastefully to-day? Members of Parlia-
ment arve asked to go hither and thither
throunghout the eountry requesting people
to give their last shilling towards the pro-
secaution of the war and in the purchase
of war savings certificates. Is it logical to
do that when we leave so many avenues of
wagte open? Even in South Australia
where gambling is legalised, gambling
shops, heeause of war conditions, are now
closed eoxeept on Saturdays. It does
not matter whether we are Labour,
Country Party or National Party members,
our job has been clearly defined. It is to
do our best to win the war and to construct
for peace. We ean only do that if we have
a platform of polities that matters, and
there is only one platform of polities that
will suorvive, namely Christian polities,
which does not embrace starting price bet-
ting. I submit the motion.

On motion by Mr. F. C. L. Smith, debhate
adjourned.
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BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [6.2] in moving
the second reading said: This swmall Bill
eontains provisions similar to those in a
like measure which I introduced in this
Chamber last session. It is not, however,
in quite the same form. Hon. members will
recall that the previous Bill contained a
retrospective provision. That clanse was
amended, and later the Bill was recom-
mitted so that the Title might he amended.
Except for the changes I have indicated,
this measure is exactly the same as thay
previonsly iniroduced. It proposes to
place in the Bills of Sale Act provisions
similar to those contained in the TLoeal
Courts Act. The House will remember
that I introduced a Bill to exempt furni-
tute from geizure for deht under the Local
Courts Aeci. In the event of a ereditor
obtaining a judgment against any person for
.debt, the necessities of life belonging to
that person were exempted from seizure.
“This Bill applies the same principle to the
Bills of Sale Act. The effect is to protect
from seizure bedding to the value of £10
and houschold furniture to a similar value,
and tools of trade to the value of £15. Tt
also exeludes from seizme family photo-
graphs and portraits. To protect wearing
apparel is unneeessary, because that is al-
ready provided for in the parent Act.

When I previously introduced the BRBill
there was no discussion. The measure was
passed unanimously and forwarded to an-
other place, where it was defented by a
single vote. I was informed that the rea-
son it was rejected was that it was re-
ccived by another place too late in the ses-
sion. Consequently I hope that members
will agree to pass the Bill through the
seeond reading and Committee stages to-
day so that the Legislative Council will re-
ceive if earlier than it did last session.
The arrival of private members’ Bills
in another place on the last day of the
session is generally made an excuse for
their rejection. Membhers of that Chamber
state that they have not had an oppor-
tunity to go fully into the proposals.
I intend to show the fallacy of a few of
the arguments advanced against the previ-
ous Bill,
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The Minister for Mines: You cannot
critigise the Legislative Council.

Mr. CROSS: One hon. member said that
if the Bill were passed it would make for
breaches of contract. That is entirely wrong
hecause the provisions of the Bill do not ap-
ply to any existing contract. They would
apply only to contracts entered into after
the measure is proclaimed. If it is passed,
the Bill will prevent a money lender from
taking a bill of sale over a person's bed-
ding to the extent of £10, and furniture to
a similar gmount. Bedding includes not only
pillow-slips, blankets, sheets and palliases,
but also bedsteads. A family of from seven
to ten people who bave not £10 worth of
bedding conld not spare any of it for
seizure, and the same applies to household
utensils, which inelnde everything from a
kettle fo an clectrie light globe. People who
are in such distress should not be permitted
to pawn or pledge the barest necessities of
life in order to get a pound or two,

One hon. member in the other place said
and the measure would create bogus sales.
He suggested that a money lender would
say, “Sell the stuff to me and you ean buy
it back.” If that did oeeur, an amending Bill
conld be introduced to stop the praetice.
However, I do not think that is likely to
occur. Tf the present state of affairs is al-
lowed to confinue, the same thing will hap-
pen as has oceurred in the past. In
all my experience and from inquiries
I have made I cannot remember any
instance of a money lender being pre-
pared to advance as mueh as £10 without
having ten times that amount of security.
If money lenders seized the goods specified
they would sell them to their own ilk. Money
lenders do not seize goods unless they see
that the security is badly slipping, and se
long as they can obtain a few shillings
weekly by way of interest on borrowed
money. It was also stated by sn hon. mem-
ber that the Bill would prevent people from
borrowing at all.

Mr. Watts: A very good idea sometimes.

Mr. CROSS: If people have not any
more than that quantity of goods, and are
in sore straits, they should not borrow. If
they have no outside credit aed no chance
of paying their debts, they should not be
permitted to borrow; they should be pro-
tected from themselves.

Mr. McDonald: I think we are all with
you.
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Mr. CROSS: Some people wonld be bet-
ter off if they were protected from the
doubtful privilege of being able to pledge
the bare necessities of life in order to ob-
tain a few pounds.

Hon. €. (i. Latham: What about stating
» minimum amount that they can borrow;
say, £600, or something like that.

Mr. CROSS: I am not worrying about a
minimum, 1T want to prevent furniture and
Ledding being seized so that people will not
be left without the bare neeessities of life.
1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
debate adjourned.

PAPERS—CASE OF MARTIN
OCHADWICK.

Debate resumed from the 28th August on
the following motion by Mr. Seward (Pin-
gelly) :—

That all papers in connection with the ac
cident to Martin Chadwick, of Wickepin, when
returning home in the school charabane on

the 4th July, 1939, he laid upon the Table ot
the House.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A, A M. Coverley—(as-
coyne} [6.12]: T have here the papers
relating to the accident which took
place at Wickepin. I have been through
them carefully and have no objection
to their heing labled. T find that the
Education Department is not vespon-
sible for what was a pure acecident
over which it had no control. The depart.
meut gave sympathetic consideration to ihe
inquiries made by the hon. member, and I
feel that it could have done no more than
it did. I am «quite prepared to lay the
papers on the Table of the House.

Queslion pul and passed,

MOTION—BERNIE'S CARAVAN.
Tv Inquire by Seleet Committee.

Debate resumed from the 28th August on
the following wotion hy Mr. MeDonald
{West Perth) :(—

That a scleet committes be appointed to in-
quire into and report on ail matters relnting
to Lot 65, and part of Lot 64, of Clags ‘A"’

Reserve A1720, and to the ocempation and use
thereof.

[29)
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THE MINISTER FOB LANDS (Hon. F.
J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne} [6.14]: T introdue
ing the motion the member for West Perth
{JMr. MeDonald) based his complaint on four
points. I do not think a sufficient case has
been made out for the appointment of a
scleet committee to ingnire into a matter
whieh, after all, is not of an cpoch-making
character. A complaint was made that the
Under Secrctary to the Premier’s Depart-
ment replied on my behalf, or on his own
hehalf, or on that of the State Gardens
Board, to a deputation introduced to me by
the hon. member. Although the Minister for
Lands controls parks and reserves, their ad-
ministration throughout the State is vosted
in varions bodies. TFor example, the Wed-
lands Road Board has the oversight of the
Point Resolution reserve,

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I was
leading up to the point that the fact that
the Under Secretary of the Premier’s Depart-
ment in his reply to the member for West
Perth neither showed disconrtesy to him nor
could it be said that anything of the kind
was intended. I would not offer discourtesy
to the hon. member or anvene else who might
have the vesponsibility of introducing a
deputation. I was endeavouring to cstablish
the point that under the Parks and Reserves
Aect, where responsibilities, powers and
authorities were delegated to loeal govern-
ing bodies, those loeal authorities were in
charge of certain areas and were approached
as separate entities in connection with them.
If there were, as I understand, a eause for
complaint in conneetion with Point Hesolu-
tion the authority to approach would be the
Nedlunds Road Board. So it is throughout
the State. The hon. member may rest assured
that, although in this instance the hoard is
constituted of eivil servants, the same posi-
tion obtains, and that no discourtesy was
either implied or intended.

In connection with the area in question,
history proves that originally, and up to a
few vears ago, it was a Chinese garden, In
recent years, because I presume of the
attractiveness of the foreshore, the work of
the State Gardens Board, nnd prior to that
of the City Council, there is a greater attrac-
tion in the foreshore and in the foreground
of that site than there was in previons years.
A great work was done there, as in many
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olher places, by the State Crardens Board.
A few years ago one or two homes were
built there, and T think three new homes have
heen built from Point Lewis to the street
which runs up to Jacob’s Ladder. If we take
the area from Mill-street to Point Lewis we
find that most of the lots are still oceupied
by business premises of various kinds, snch
as brewerics, bhottling works and motor
garages, and that the total frontage of the
hnginess premises and the vneant bloeks is
in exeess of the area oceupied hy private
premises.

Hon. C. (i, Latham: They are not built
on Class “A” reserves.

The MTNTSTER TOR LANDS: The arca
has had the questionable distinction of heing
a rubbish tip for that part of Mount’s Bay
for many yvenrs. Master Motors, Ltd., had a
special exit put in the wall of their premises
to facilitate the dumping of yubbish on this
arca. If members will look at the areas thai
are still unoccupied, they will not find them
in as tidy or orderly a eondition as is the area
under review. If they travel from Point
Lewis towards the ecity they will see still
relies of the earlier days when that part of
the area was used as a Chinese garden. The
memher for West DPerth (Mr. MeDonald)
snid that part of his reason for raising the
matter was the approach that had been made
to him by the City Counecil. T suhmit it
must bave heen a very half-hearted ap-
Proach, heeanse at the same time as the
City Couneil approached him it agreed with-
out any reluetance or delay to put in pav-
ing approaches to this fot on behalf of Mr.
Hardwick who had applied for them. It also
put on eleetric light for him. If on the one
hand the City Couneil decided te ask the
hon. member, as member for that part of
the city, to raise some difficulty in conneection
with the matter, on the other hand it assisted
willingly and quickly to provide the faeil-
ities asked for by Mr. Hardwick.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The City Coumeil
vonld not have refused to put on the electric
light when asked to do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. It
might have raised a diffienlty about putting
in the approaches, but not such diffienlty was
raised. One peeuliar thing about the complaint
in this matter is in the case of Mr. Phillips,
the owner of the adjoining garage. When
a deputation waited on me, I think early in
June, Mrs. Phillips was in ill-health which
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was contributed to in a major degree, it was
alleged, by the noise and disturbance caused
by Bernie's caravan. That was a few days
nfter the business had started there. It is
peenliar that Mr. Phillips tried to negotiate
with Bernie for the lease of his garage and
his aren not merely for garage purposes, bat
also for the purpose of conducting the same
business on Mr, Phillips’ block. There wax
the endeavour to negotiate, but the negoti-
ationg did not lead to a suceessful clinching
of the bhusiness. T understand the arrange-
ment was that Phillips was fo remain in
residence in his home, and for Bernie to
take a lense of the area where a garage
stands and to wtilise the area behind 1t to
earry on the business now conducted on an
adjoining lot.

In connection with the residential aveas
ar residences built npon that frontage, it
must be horne in mind that any person who
secks to take advantage of natural econdi-
tions, of views, or clevations or of being on
main highways, must alse aceept the gisad-
vnntages. There are many advantages in
living on a main highway, but also many
disadvantages. The serious disadvantages
of traffic and the noise of traffic are more
than some people can put wp with. If a
man lives on a highway upon which traffie
iravels as frequently as along Mount’s Bay
road, and with such heavy loads and so
much noise, he must accept the disadvant-
ages that the noises and the objectionable
traffic also eonvey to them. The aspect of
noise which wag raised by the bon. member,
as a substantial argement in moving for the
appointment of a select committee, migh
have more weight if the noise and the alle-
gations of noise could be proved. I am in-
formed that certain complaints of noise
have been investigated by the police, ana
that the police have furnished reports in
connection with those complaints. One ot
the complaints was that several youths were
seen in & ear pulled up in the vicinity. When
{he ecomplaint was investigated it was found
ihat those were people who had not even
lieen patrons of the earavan, and that they
had driven away before the police arrivel.
A subsequent complaint made by Bernie
himgelf was invesligated, and it was found
that an officer—T think belonging to the Air
Forece—had eveated a disturbanee, had bro-
ken one or two electrie light globes, and T
believe was arrested for the offence.

Mr. Sampson: He was having a night out.
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The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: Presum-
ably. 1 was astonished to hear the member
for West Perth say that part of the area
imtmediately beside the Swan  Brewery
would be an ideal place for such a business
as this to be carried on. I do net know
whethor he realises that the area he has
selected for this business is just as near
the workmen’s cottages of the Swan Brew-
ery as it is to the better residences close to
which this business now is. As it happens,
the business on an srea which is now tidy,
well drained and cleaned up, is sitvated be-
tween a very big garage and another busi-
ness place. Prior to the petrol restrictions
that business place did not work hours whieh
sugrested stopping at 6 o'clock. 1 wonder
whether there have heew complaints when
the hottling works have operated at night or
whether the noises, all of which are asso-
cinted with Bernie’s caravan, ean be attri-
buted to Bernie. Sinee the hon. member
suggests that this business would find a
suitable place near other residences, I think
therc is much in the allegation of noise that
has not been substantiated. If it can be sub-
stanfinted there is ample scope for redress
in any case. *

The hon. member also objeets to the pri-
vilege of the exclusive use of any areas un-
der the eontrol of the State Grardens Board.
It that is a substantial argument it applies
also to many other areas that are nsed for
publie purposes, both for the public and in
the service of the publie. That complaint
most be extended to the whole of King’s
Park itself, and to many other areas in the
Btate. T4 must be extended to the Fspla-
nade, for imstance, and to countless areas
where parks and reserves have been vested
in various aathovities, But there is no fuss
in that conncetion. ‘Will the hon. member
sugpest that the oceupancy of King’s Park
hy exelusive ¢lubs is not an illegal oecupa-
tion? Of cowse it is! Tf it is wrong in one
instance, it is wrong in another. The public
is heing served, and is receiving the serviee
it demands. In the case of the State Gar-
dens Board and its control of these areas,
no one would deny that a remarkable job
hns heen done in the publie interests. By
its netivities the Board has ereated publie
asscts out of waste land, not in one instanee
only, hut in mnny instances. The time
arrived when the parks and gardens of the
State became a worry to suceessive Trea-
surers and the idea then orginated that if
thev were managed as a whole and the Tren-
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surer could be relieved from the worry of
Hnancing not merely the earrying on but
the constructive improvements of those areas,
then good work would be accomplished in
the interests of the State. That is what
has happened. Yanchep, National Park
and many other places are outstanding
examples not merely of excellent manage-
ment but of constructive ability in the in-
terests of the people generally. In an in-
stance such as that under consideration, [
feel sure that the House will entertain no
feelings of jealousy regarding the success of
a hoard that has earvied out such exeellent
work, hut, on the other hand, will endeavour
lo assist in its operations and activities.

In my references to King's Park I suggest
merely that eneroachments have been per-
mitted there that were not intended when
the area was placed under the control of a
board. 1 cast no reflection whatever on the
administration of the affairs of King's Park
nor upon the work of the board that eon-
trols that nsset of the State. That board is
doing fine work in the interests of the pub-
lic. The faet remains that a large area of
the park has been tied up illegally. When
the =ame set of ecircumstances obtain re-
garding one extension of this particular
Class “A” reserve as in another, unless a
strong ease can be advanced in proof of the
allegations of noise, T eonsider there is not
merely no argument but no snbstanee to sug-
gest support for the appointment of a seleet
committee to inquire inte the happenings in
question. Without doubt, particularly in
times saeh as these, there is no warrant for
the appointment of a select committee to
tnquire into a matter of this deseription.
The area is leased from week to weck by the
State Gardens Board to supplement its in-
come, which is spent in developing the
people’s assets. There is nothing to prevent
the State Gardens Board from operating its
own stall there if i so desires. There is
nothing to prevent a shop from heing erected
in that vieinitv. The hon. member will find
there is nothing to prevent a place of busi-
ness being construeted on the land adjoin-
ing this particular site. T say very definitely
that not only is there no point in the argu-
ment advaneed, but there is no support for
the contentions raised. We have the know-
ledge that the owner of an adjoining allot-
ment desired to have this particular busi-
ness established on his bloek, but he is now
one of the greatest complainants. Thua there
may be the element of jealowsv introduced,
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beenuse of the sucvess of the undertaking in
this partieular instance. No argument has
heen advanced nor proof of the contentions
sdvanced, enabling the member for West
Perth to justify the appointment of a select
committee.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [7.50]: 1
am not concerned as to whether this shonld
he a place of business or otherwise, but I
certainly was surprised at the Minister for
Lands excusing an illegal act. Definitely
that is what has happened. Whether hy a
Minister of the Crown or a public servant,
the law has been violated. The Minister
must know what constitutes a Class “A”
reserve, and what are the powers of the
hoard. If he desires to amend the law, there
is a proper way by which that ean be done,
If a Minister of the Crown and a public
servant ean break the law, how ¢an the pub-
liec he expected to observe it? We eannot
get nway from that prineiple. Subsection
(1) of Seetion 31 of the Land Aet sefs
ont—

Whenever the Governer has reserved or may
hereafter reserve to Hiz Majesty any lands of
the Crown for the purpose of parks, squares,
or gtherwise for the embellishment of towns,
or for the recreation or amusement of inlabi-
tants, or for cemeteries, or for amy other
public purpose, the Governor may, by notice
of reservation published in the f/Guazette®’ or
by any subsequent uotice so published, and
subject to sueh conditions as may be cx-
pressed therein, classify such lands as of
Class A; and if so classified, such lands shall
for ever remain dedicated to the purpose de-
clared in such notice, until by an Act of Par-
linment in whieh soch lands are speeifieq it
is otherwise enacted.

There we have the principle definitely laid
down by statute. While I know the law
has been hreken in the past, I have never
before heard any Minister of the Crown ex-
cuse that proeedure. I do not know under
whose autherity the law was violated with
regard to King’s Park.

The Premier: Do you say it could not be
done there?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not without alter-
ing the Aet itself. When I was Minister
for Lands I remember what was done re-
garding a Class “A” regerve at Claremont.
Tt is now in the Nedlands Road Board area.
T had to bring legislation before Parliament
to seecure permission to vest that area in the
road board in order that sporting facilities
might be provided by that local authority.

Mr. Holman: What about the golf course?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T do not think
the hon. member knows what he is talking
about. The land I refer to is considerably
lower down than the Nedlands golf course.

Mr, Holman: The golf course and other
sporting grounds are on the same block.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: No, they are not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I remind the
hon, member that there is nothing in the
motion regarding a wolf course.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I admit that, but
let us get this clear. (n the left hand side
of the road which the land adjoins there
are no buildings. 1 remember that the
postal employees spent £1,000 or so in put-
ting down tennis courts there. The proper
way to overcome the difficulty in the present
instance is to introduce the necessary legis-
lation in Parliament, and I shall certainly
not oppose anything that is in the interests
of the public. Tn this ease a portion of the
Class A" reserve has heen turned into a
husiness eentre. There is no competition.
The officer in charge of parks and gardens
has full power under the Parks and Reserves
Act, and if thogze powers are not adequate
amending legislation should be introduced.
This is not the first time that this sort of
thing has happened. T know that good work
has heen done by the State Gardens Board.
No one knows it hetter than I, and no one
appreciates the work of the board to a
greater degree. The point T am stressing
is that we shonld not flout the law. The
Minister should ask Parliament to allow
this particular piece of land to be exelnded
from the Class “A” reserve and to he vested
in the State Gardens Board.

The Premier: It is vestedd in the hoard.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But the land is
part of a Class “A" reserve, and the Parks
and Reserves Act does not override the Lind
Aect. Seection 5 of the Parks and Reserves
Aot sets ont the powers included in fthose
vesfed in boards and states:—

Nothing in this seetion contained sball be

construed to limit the gemeral powers of a
hoard.
But T have already quoted Seetion 31 of
the Land Act, which is a later ensectment,
and sets out the law ag it applies fo these
reserves, I do not like the idea of a Gov-
ernment breaking the law.

The Premier: But you do not suggest it
is breaking the law to have a refreshment
room in King’s Park so that people may
better enjoy themselves?
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I say definitely
that constitutes a breach of the law. As
to the complaint regarding noisc .connceted
with Bernie’'s Caravan, that phase has
nothing to do with me, nor am 1 concerned
about the man carrying on a legilimate
business. What concerns me is that we
should not permit the Minister or a Govern-
ment official to break the law.

The Premier: Would you say that the
erection of a kiosk behind the War Memorial
is illegal, and that it means illegal business
is earried on in King’s Park?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I believe it is
illegal. There is a proper method to be fol-
lowed in making provision for the public,
With my limited knowledge, I conld draft
a Bill that would mect the sitwation. 1
agree that certain portions of King's Park
have heen illegally used for years.

The Premicr: [ do not think they have

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There are the
tennis ceurts and a section set aside for the
use of Hale School.

Mr. Tonkin: Ave you supporting the
motion?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes.

Mr. Tonkin: You should seek to amend
it to provide for an inquiry into the whole
husiness.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: I am not inter-
ested in any other phaze. We would prob-
ably get o good deal of information if we
were to have a full inquiry. Let us do the
thing in a proper manner and, if required,
eive the State Gardens Board more power.
I shall not object. If people are incon-
vienced in the viecinity, they will have their
remedy at common law, Class “AY reserves
have been vested in the City Couneil bnt T
do not know of one on whieh refreshment
rooms have been construeted. The muni-
ripal authorities ohserve the law but Min-
isters nnd Government servants have broken
the lnw. =~ A hospital has heen built on a
Class “A” reserve, and it is proposed to
huild Clovernment offices on land of ibat
deseription. Tt is useless for the Pre-
mier to say that it does not matter.
T admit that some Government buildings
were construeted on & Class A reserve
without Parliamentary anthority having
heen received. but that does not make it
right. T think the Premier will agree with
me that the land referred to in the motion
is part of a Class ‘*A*’ reserve. Why it
was set aside I do not know. T have not
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seen the file. I would nol have spoken had
the Minister not led me to believe that
hecause a Minister of the Crown or the
State Gardens Board had decided to violate
the law, he considered it could be done.

The Minister for Lands: That is an unin-
telligible interpretation.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is a common-
sense interprefution. 1 think the Minister
for Lands and the State Gardens Board
forgol Section 31 of the Land Act. The
right way of dealing with this husiness is
to introduce legislation, whick I would sup-
port. "

The Minister for Lands: Are there no
Class ‘‘A’’ reserves in the municipality of
York?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not one that 1
know of., Of course, T know one on which
a Covernment reservoir i3 eonsirucied.

The Minister for Lands: Not oue on
which anything iy operated?

Hon. C. ¢t. LATHAM: No, not without
Partiamentary authority, so far as I am
aware. There is & eemetery at York, but it
has heen dedieated nnder the Cemeteries
Act. I do not think the Minister for Lands,
since he has been in office, has violated the
law. :

The Minister for Tands: No.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: If the State Gar-
dens Board made a request to be per-
mitted to lease a piece of land ineclpded in
the reserve for the purpese of a tennis
court, some members might raise objection,
hut in the long run they would agree to the
proposal. Some time ago bowling greens
were put down on the Esplanade. Members
of the public desired to walk on to the
greens, but were quickly stopped; never-
theless they contended that they had as
much right to walk on the greens as had the
memhers of the howling ¢lub. The same
prineciple applies to King’s Park and o this
reserve, except that portion of the re-
serve has been lect, quite illegally, for busi-
ness purposes. It is no use our making
laws if we ourselves do mot observe them.
We should set an example to the gitizens.
I am worried about the matter, because it
is diffienlt now to get the people to observe
the law. The Minister should bring down
legislation authorising the State Gardens
RBoard to lense portion of this reserve for
the purpose of selling refreshments. That
would put the matter in order.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
(eraldton) [8.2]: Why should I listen to a
lecture by the Leader of the Opposition
about observing the law?

Hon. C. (. Latham: That is definite.

The PREMIER: It is absolute non-
sense. When a park or a public reserve is
set apart for the people, it is supposed to
be cleared and made suitable for the
people’s enjoyment, and the people should
have unrestricted access fo it. Why should
not people be able to obtain refreshments
in these reserves? Is it not natural that
the authorities controlling parks and re-
serves shonld make such provision? It is
entively within the law, and a service is
being rendered to the public. The Leader
of the Opposition puts a conservative con-
struction on the law, then looks menacingly
at members on the Government bench and
says, “You are breaking the law,”

Mr. Cross: There is a refreshment room
at the Zoo.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But that is freehold
land.

The PREMIER: The area in question
was originally part of King’s Park, but be-
came separated in some way, It then be-
came o rubbish heap.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The area is sub-
divided into lots. How did thet happen?

The PREMIER: I know .that at one
time the area was portion of King's Park.
That park is our most heautiful public re-
gort and the people whe enjoy it should
be able to obtain refreshments there in =
fea shop. That is legal, A kiosk was
erected in King’s Park so that the people
would have preater facilities for enjoyment.
Would the Leader of the Opposition con-
tend that that was an illegal action? The
authorities wounld not be doing their duty
if they did not cater for the wants of the
people in that way. Yet the Leader of the
Opposition would have us believe that such
action is illegal. I do not desire to be lec-
tured about breaking the law; in any case,
I think the authorities were acting rightly
in what they did. The setting aside of por-
tion of a reserve for tennis courts is an-
other matter. As the Minister for Lands
rightly pointed out, this area was a dirty
spot, a rubbish heap, of which nobody was
proud., It has been converted into a park;
and a refreshment room, similar to that
erected in King’s Park, has been placed on
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it. I am positive that such action is not
illegal, although by a straining of termns in
order to fit in with loose views, it may be
considered to be illegal; but such an inter-
pretation is against equity and justice.

Hon. €. G. Latham: That is so; but we
should set the matter right.

The PREMIER: Therc are many parks
in the State, In order to popularise a
park, such as National Park, what is done?
When people visit such  places, the first
thing they ask is, “Can we get refreshments,
afterncon tea?” If they cannot, they de-
eide 0 go elsewhere. We must eater for
the wants of the people, and that is what
we have done at King's Park and other re-
serves in the metropolitan area, The mem-
hers of the State Gardens Board have, like
the authorities at the University, onerous
duties to discharge. We might make it
eagier for them if we said the Government
would spend a large sum of money in beau-
tifying the city, but I have not that out-
look with regard to the city. We ought to
spend moeney in the country as well as in
the city. The responsibility for maintain-
ing our parks is a matter for the State
Gardens Board. Surely some portion of a
reserve ean be used te earn money for ad-
ditional improvements.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why not put re-
freshment rooms in the Government Gar-
dens and Hyde Park? They are suitable
places.

The PREMIER: But they are controlled
by the City of Perth.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Munieipality of
Perth would violate the law if it placed
refreshment hooths in those reserves.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. That
is the hon, member’s narrow inlerpretation
of the law. There is a shop erected on the
Esplanade.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Esplanade is a
Class “B" reserve.

The PREMIER: But the hon. member
would raise an objection if it were a Class
“A” reserve, We have parks all over the
State. If people do not make use of them,
and allow double-gees to grow on them, we
cantiot help it, hut the reserves are pro-
vided and ean be improved. If authorities
erect refreshment rooms on them, I think
they are doing their duty to the publie.
They are not acting illegally.
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MR, McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.9]: T object to the precedent established
hv the State Gardens Board in letting por-
tion af this reserve to the proprietor of a
earavan. In my opinon, that is unfair eom-
petition.

Mr. Withers: You are telling the truth
now.

Mr. MeLARTY: It is unfair competi-
tion with legitimate businesses in the eity.
One has only to walk around the city now
{p aseertain how many empty shops we
have, =ome of which were once refreshment
rooms. We have now more empty shops
than we have had for the past 10 years,
and the number is increasing every day.
If we encourage businesses of this kind, we
shall have, more premises vacant. The
Leader of the Opposition asked why other
reserves were not let for the same pur-
pose. No doubt many applications will
now he made for permission to earry on
such businesses, particularly when it is as-
eertained that this partieular business is a
Apurishing one.

Hom, C. G. Latham: After the Premier’s
rtatement, there onght to he one in the
King’s Park.

Mr, MeLARTY: The Premier referred to
a kiosk in King's Park, but in my opinion
that is not comparable with the business
we are now disenssing. There are tea-

rooms in a number of parks, but
these do not enter inte competition
with buriness places in the ecity. A

perzan who takes a walk in a park should
be able to obtain a ecup of tea. The Min-
ister veferred to the protest of the City
Council. He made light of it, saying that
the Citvy Couneil had installed electrie light
and provided means of ingress. The conneil
had no option but to do that, and the Min-
ister rannot overcome the protest in so easy
a way. After hearing the member for West
Perth, T feel the residents in the area have
reason for eomplaint. One can realise how
annoying it would be to people in a resi-
dential area to have situated near them a
persen earrving on his trade until the early
hours of the morning. T repeat, it is un-
fair competition. T hope the House will
agree to the appointment of the proposed
geleet committee.

MR. F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Tvan-
hoe [B.14): None of the speakers who so
far have supported the motion has adduced
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any argument to justify the appointment of
a seleet committee. Practically all that can
be known about the leasing of this area
is already known to hon. members; it has
heen diselosed as the result of inquiries
made. The Minister for T.ands has given
the House the necessary information. In
a time like this, when peaple are touring
the country saying that the war should be
the only issue before us, it is astonishing
that the member for West Perth (Mr.
MeDonald)—the Leader of the National
Party—should propose to put the country
ta the expense of a select committee to in-
quire why portion of this reserve was
excised from the King’s Park, vested in the
State (inrdens Board, and then leased to a
person named Hardwiek for the purpose of
hiv conducting a cafeteria. That seems to.
me  a  rather irresponsihle proposition.
Members should have some understanding
of the area. They talk about the principle
involved in connection with Class “AY re-
serves and the precedent that wonld be
established. This is a bloek of land about
one acre in area on Mount's Bay-road
situated between two garages at the foot of
Mt. Tliza, and as the Minister pointed out,
it was covered with rushes and used as a
rabbish-tip. It is an insult to refer to it
as part of a Class “A” reserve. If we had
an inquiry as to how some of the people
pot their titles to land on either side of this
block we might elicit something useful. Ap-
pavently this is the only bit of land at the
foot of Mr. Eliza, at any raie in that part,
that has not been alienated, and it is curi-
ous that this aren situated between two
garages is still part of a Class “A"™ reserve
while 2ll the land on either side has been
alienated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not think it was
ever part of King's Park,

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I understand it
is, and has been vested in the State Gardens
Board. The decision of the board was a
wise one. Parks are put to their proper
use when they permit of the enjoyment of
the praple, and this area is being used for
that purpose. There are ways of enjoying
oneself other than by playing tennis at
night.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Or marbles,

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The block might
have been leased for night tennis, and in
those civeumstances there would have been
just as much noise as there is mow. Obvi-
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ously from the patronage Hardwick is re-
ceiving, he is meeting a popular demand, and
is contributing not only to the internal but
also to the external enjoyment of the people.

HON. W, D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [8.18]: I support the appointment
of a select committee, If I had had any
doubt of the justifieation for an inquiry,
the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe would
have removed it. We should know more
about this locality. I did not believe it was
part of King's Park. If it became part of
King's Park, how did that happent Why
was this little pateh right in the thick of
private blocks occupied by the breweries
and by private people singled out? That
is one point on which I desire more infor-
mation, and it iz a point on which the House
should be enlightened. How did the area
come to be subdivided into lots—Lots 64
and 6567 If it is part of King’s Park, what
anthority was there for subdividing it? We
ghonld inquire into these matters and obtain
full information. After all, we have not
dealt with the subject mattor of the motion.
The Minister devoted a good deal of time
to talking about the State Gardens Board.
The board has its strong points, but it alse
has many weak points, and this is one of
the weaknesses. I know that the board has
done gond work, but I know also that on
one or two oceasions it has slipped. How-
ever, T do not wish to discuss that matter.

The Minister for Mines interjected.

Hon. W, . JOHNSON: It does not need
great cleverness to avoid slipping badly.

The Minister for Mines: Any man doing
& big joh is liable to slip.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: But it is pos-
gible to run a straight course at all times.
One should not depart from the straight
and narrow track in order to make money.
That is the standard to-day—-get money, no
metter how. The moral standard of the
ecommunity is being undermined by gambling
and grasping methods, trying to get rich
quick, That it is time we knew more about
the public estate is evident from the de-
bate. How did this block become a Class
“A" reserve? How came it to be under the
control of the State Gardens Board? Who
gave the board aunthority?

Mr. Thorn: Tt just took authority.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is room
for inquiry into the matter of ontside bodies
controlling what should be controlled only
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by Parliament. Class “A” reserves are un-
der our authority and until we vest them,
there is no right to use them. Of course
reserves are nsed and, where commonsense
prevails, they are used legitimately and for
the public good. When used for private
business and private gain, however, author-
ity has been wrongly given. Some members
suggest that the concern is unobjectionable
and that Mr. Shapcott did.right in nsing the
reserve for some purpose rather than allow-
ing it to remain a rubbish-tip. That is a
gross exaggeration of the position; as an
ares it has never been a rubbish dump. True,
as the Minister for Lands pointed out, there
was an overflow of debris from the surplus
materials when reconstruction took place at
the adjoining garage, but the greater part
of the arep has always been cleanm. I know
something about it. I have wondered why
such an attraetive block was never built upon
while less attractive blocks carried almost
pulatial residences. ] want to know more
about the area and how the State Gardens
Board came to cxercise authority over it.
If, as members arpue, the board was within
its rights in making the area available for
business purposes, why should Bernie have
it? Who is Bernie that he should have the
right of cstablishing a business there¥ Why
was not the block subdivided and thrown
open for public competition? Why should
not other people have had an opportunity
to lease it?

Mr. Withers: They had not the eourage
to venture it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: How can the
hon. member say that when there was no
opportunity? Bernie has been singled out
for speeial rights. Is that what the hon.
member stands for? Of course not. Ber-
nic had no special claim. If it was to be
used as a business area, it should have been
thrown open for publie competition and all
should have had a right to tender. As a
matter of fact, that could not have been
done because it would have been parading to
the public the fact that the State Gardens
Board was doing something illegal.

When it was proposed to use this piece
of land, I was approached and asked whether
it could be leased by the State Gardens
Board. My reply was, “No, If it is a
Government reserve, the State Gardens
Board has no authority. If it is not a Gov-
ernment reserve, it is private property and
the owner must decide whether it shall or
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shall not be used.” 1 never imagined that
tho State Gardens Board had authority to
utilise what has proved to be a Class “A”
reserve. I understood it was merely a piece
of Government land, but not under the juris-
diction of the State Gardens Board. There-
fore T want an inquiry to ascertain why a
eertain individual was singled out for special
favour. Why should Bernie get the block?

Tt one knew all the eircumstances, the in-
justice of what has been done could be ap-
preciated. As a matter of faet this fish
business was established by a struggling fish-
erman and his family. The first little shop
or stall was erected in a very modest way
by a man and his wife, and people used
to call there to buy ernyfish and similar re-
quirements. The stall was open for only a
limited time, but ears pulled up there and
business expanded and then the present oc-
cupant eame along and got an area, evidently
from the same authority—both of them
seemed to be on brewery land—to compete
with this modest coneern which, to my mind,
was well conducted. The newecomer imme-
diately put up red, white and blue lights,
ervented a distinetive area and of course did
a maximum amount of injury to the other
by keeping open long after he had eclosed.
The hrewery people evidently realised how
this had come shout, and the injustice of if,
and cancelled Bernie’s right of ocenpation.
Tt was then that Mr. Shapeatt came along to
the rescue, and used a Class “A” reserve to
provide secommodation that had been denied
to this class of business by the brewery
reople. The Minister for Lands has stated
that the police investigated complaints about
rowdyism and reported there was no found-
ation for them. Tt is quite illuminating to
learn that, as T know there has been rowdy.
ism. T know thore has been rowdyism of a
disgraceful character. T know all about it,
and it shakes my confidence in the Police
Department when I know that its officers
state, after investigating the complaints,
that there is no foundation for them. T re-
gret that the state of the department is so
lax. It is alarming to hear that the
poliece reported to the Minister that they
had yesponded to a call for protection from
loeai vesidents and that there was no cause
for ecomplaint. The rowdyism was not on
any parficular night, but went on for quite
a lonz neriod. My objection to this particu-
lar business is that there is no limit to the
kours. What right has My, Shapeontt to say
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that that area will he thrown open for a
gpecial business to a apecial person, and that
such person ean earry on without any re
striction as to hours of opening and elosing
but can do just as he likes. The select com-
mittee can provide members with informa-
tion on a matter which has often caused
wonder, as to where Mr. Shapeott’s autho-
rity begins and where it ends. The motion
proposes to satisfy the curiosity of members
in that regard. I have seen this business
from the very ineeption, when the fisher-
man and his family started a little stall.
I have seen the opposttion grow, and I have
known of the rowdyism that occurred there
all bours of the morning.

The Minister for the North-West: How
de you know all this? Do you live there?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. I am not
ashamnd of the fact that I live in that vicin-
ity.

The Minister for the North-West: T was
wondering how you knew.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The fact that I
said T knew of this should be sufficient with-
out my going into particulars. I am not
ashamed of where I live. Everybody knows
I live in Mount’s Bay road. I did live in
closer proximity to Bernie's than I do now,
thank Ged! When T lived near Bernie’s I
got congiderably more of the rowdyism than
I get now. My home is removed sufficiently
far {o leave the disturbance to be heard by
others. It is removed from my vicinity. How-
ever, I ask hon. members whether it is reas-
onable that a business of this kind should be
conducted in that loeality? It is not a
credit to the State Gardens Board. Surely
we do not want to create a business of that
kind in this loecality specially for My,
Bernie. There was no need for it. An
hon. member has said that the patron-
age which the business has created justi-
fles its existence. The very fact that the
man made the place so attractive is due to
his not having been too particular as to
hours and as fo the row made. The place
attraets people who would be hefter occn-
pied in their beds than staying down there
all hours of the night. It gives an outlet
to people who would not he permitted to
conduct themselves in that way in more
thickly populated or business areas of the
city. No part of the city wonld tolerate that
kind of thing under sneh conditions. The
police would immediately set to work to stop
it.
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I do not suggest that this inquiry is called
for because of the rowdyism. That is nof
the point at all. The Minister for Lands
tried to make the rowdyism one of the main
points, just as Mr. Shapcott has tried to
make a strong point of it. Rowdyism
would be stopped immediately. The police
are there to protect the public egainst un-
fairness of this kind.

The Minister for Lands: It was a point
deliberately raised.

" Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Naturally. One
could not make references fo the subject
without mentioning that aspeet. But to say
that is the issue is quite wrong. The issue
is the utilisation of a Class “A” reserve for
a business of this kind, or for any business
at all. We want to know what authority
Mr. Shapcott has to grant a business area
or & business site in that locality. Then
again, I do not know whether the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner has established town
planning regulations for the City of Perth;
but I know that in my electorate, Guildford-
Midland, one cannot create a business in eer-
tain places. The municipality is divided up
so that nothing of this kind can happen.
When the matter was first raised in regard to
Mount’s Bay Road, I immediately thought
it would conflict with the zoming under the
town planning regulations which apply in
other munieipalities. T have sinc¢e found that
there is ne such thing in the City of Perth.
The sooner we have some zoning and regun-
lating there, the better it will be for the eity.

With regard to this partienlar reserve,
there is quite a lot that Parliament should

know, and there is quite a lot the publie
shoald knew. Mr. Shapeott should state

his case. The select committee will not
prove a highly expensive one. Therve
will be mno travelling, and no neced
for any special cxpenditure by the
Treasury. Without being an expense, the

select commiites will give Mr. Shapeott an
opportunity to justify his action and give us

an opportunity to see how far we ran allow’

Class “A” reserves to be administered in the
way this onc has evidently been. The Minis-
ter for Lands knows that because of laxity
regarding those matters and boesuse of want
of proper investigation a great deal of in-
jury ean be done to individuals. In my own
electorate to-day there i3 a difficulty causing
me much anxiety and concern. It has arisen
purely becanse the matter had not been
thoroughly investigated, and something has
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been done on the same lines as in this case,
though not exaetly, Nevertheless the diffi-
culty has arisen beeause of the wrong utili-
sation of an arca of reserved land injuring
the adjoining ratepayers. Now there is talk
of litigation, and of all kinds of trouble
involving the Lands Department, the lgeal
governing body, and the ratepayers, besides
causing the member for the distriet a great
deal of anxicty., We require a little more
strietness in matters of this kind, and my
belicf is that a seleat committee will enable us
to go into just that aspect. Further, it will
give us an indication of whether we want to
probe more deeply into the subject, whether
this s not just one of those illustrations that
happily oceur to enable us to be more strict
in regard to the public estate than evidently
we are to-day, when not only do we permit
this kind of thing to be done, but try to
justify it. I see grave danger when an
attemapt is made to justify something that is
obviously wrong, and therefore I support
the appointment of a select committee to in-
quire into the matter.

ME. HOLMAN (Forrest) [8.41]: After
looking at the terms of the motion in the
first place, and hearing the debate in the
second place, I begin to wonder whether my
eyes or my ears are deceiving me, and
whether this i+ a motion affecting & reserve
or one affeeting Mr., Shapeott.

Hon, W. I). Johnson: Both.

Mr, HOLMAN: 'To me it seems wost
strange that we have to await an oceasion
where petty jealousy is one of the main rea-
sons for a select cominittee te find out that
there has been somcthing wrong for years
past. T wish to tell members who are older
than I am that if they had so much econ-
cern for this subject, it was their duty to
look into it before, and not to wait until
now.

Hon. C. . Latham: When a class “A”
reserve is concerned, how can you tell with-
ont going down to the Lands Department
and making a search?

Mr. HOLMAN : The Teader of the Oppo-
sition is always too busy to look into things.
I remember that on another occasion, rela-
tive to superanuuation of soldiers, the hon.
membher said it was not his job to go down
to the place to find out. I took the trouble
to find out for the sake of electors of mine
who are soldiers, Tf in this case my con-
stituents were concerned, I would make
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inquiries about the Claas ‘‘A’" reserve. It
almost appears as if some members have
got too old to enjoy going down to the place
in guestion to have a meal, and that they
want to debar others from doing so.

Hon. W. D. Jobnsen: Young man, you
are living in the past!

Mr. HOLMAN: Candidly, I have been
there many times for a meal myself, and in
the future I may go there again, hecause
1 enjoy it.

Member: Did you only have a feed.

Mr. HOLMAN: Some interjections are
prompted by the conscience of the member
who makes them. It does seem strange
that such a small matter as this has been
raised where an enterprise is giving to the
average working man or the average man
ahout town something that he enjoys. There
was no eall for any investigation when the
Nedlands Golf Club was given a lease of a
Class “A" reserve. I was blocked from join-
ing that elub because I could not afford the
membership fee.  Similarly, other persons
are debarred from joining the King’s Park
Tennis Club; and there are various other
cases. Oh no, we will not tonch those things;
hut we will touch this simple case of a man
who has had the enterprise to serve the pub-
lie. Right in the centre of Barrack-street,
just nway from Wellington street, a similar
place has been open for many months. Law
did that. He was mixed up in a divoree
ease recently.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: You would know all
about that!

Mr. HOLMAN: I would, bhecanze 1 2o
ahout with my eyes open. If T am out late
at night, I go out in the streets. Other mem-
hers may not be in the streets at sueh hours.
The member for Guildford-Midland {(Hon.
. D. Jobnson) has taken this opportunity
to put Mr. Shapecott in the limelight. At the
moment I am not c¢oncerned about Mr.
Shapeott; but the member for Guildford-
Midland i= usine this debate for that pur-
pose. T do not believe that any sueh inten-
tion was in the mind of the maver of the
motion, T aequit him of any such intention;
hut T have given consideration to the faects
that he has placed hefore the House and
from these T gather that the main eause for
complaint is the noise oceasioned hy the con-
duet of the business. He asked uns, as indi-
vidual members, to place onrselves in the
pocition of the neichbours in that area.

Membher: There is a lot of noise in vonr
speerh.
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Mr. HOLMAN: Much noise can come
from the hon. member, whose for the moment
has put me off the track. I made it my busi-
pess to sit in my car close to the area for
an hour or so solely fo listen to the noize.
I happen to know Bernie; I went to school
with him. I admire the way in which he
has streggled and got on top, and shall not
see him put down without a struggle. An-
other point was raised. The Minister said
s0omeone was a nervous wreck as a result of
the noise. There may be other reasons why
that person is a nervous wreck. If may be
becanse she could not get Bernie to lease
her property at £10 a week. Had he done
50, probably the person in question would
not be a nervous wreck. I would like to
know the real instigator of the request for
the select committee and how he approached
the member for West Perth to get him to
move for it, I do not blame the member for
West Perth; he s so unfortunate as to be
the member for West Perth.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Would not the select
committee clear wp the renson for the ner-
vous wreek?

Mr, HOLMAN: It probably would. The
point is that now the faets of the matter
have been made public, the person in ques-
tion would probably be suth a nervous
wreek as to be unable to give evidence be-
fore a select committee. With regard to the
noise, I give my evidence, as the member
for Guildford-Midland gave his. I went to
the area on one particular night, but the
business was c¢losed. I therefore went on
another oceasion and did hear a slight dis-
turbance, which was quickly checked by
the proprietor. The proprietor did not
know that I was in the vieinity. There is
a Class “A" reserve at Nedlands, close to
where I live. That reserve is split up for
the Nedlands Tennis Clab, the Nedlands
Bowling Club, the Nedlands Golf Club and
the Infant Health Centre.

The Minister for Mines: T am allowed
to roam ahout there at will playing bowls,

Mr. HOLMAN: The Ministey is probably
an exalted personage. Some of my neigh-
bonrs onee walked across the golf elub
grounds and were severely rchuked for do-
ing s0. Whetker the elub’s action was
lezal or not, I cannot say. The c¢lub has
lately grown n large hedge alongside my
property, and I am consequently deprived
even of the privilege of watching the mem-
bers play golf. When this moiion is dis-




766

posed of, I bave in contemplation the mov-
ing of a motion for a seleet committee to
inquire inte the reason why I cannot watch
those members playing golf. Such a mo-
tion would, in my opinion, be as sensible
as this motion. The club even has a liquor
license; and I ask members to bear in mind
that this is & Class “A" reserve. I am
kept awake at night by the screeching of
members, lond music and so on. I have to
put up with sueh disturbanees not only until
midnight, but until 1, 2 and 3 ¢o’clock in the
morning. As the night wears on and the
taps run outf, the poise becomes worse. Re-
sidents in the neighbourhood of that Claass
“A” reserve I daresay are just as timid, if
they want to be, and just as responsible,
as they should be, as the people living in
the vieinity of the Class *A" reserve which
ig the subject of the motion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You eould tack vour
motion en to the present one,

Mr. HOLMAN: It is not my desire to
waste the revenue of the State by select
committee inguiries,

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will not cost any-
thing at all.

Mr. HOLMAN: Only the other day the
Leader of the Opposition said that he did
not want to waste his time on a select com-
mittee.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not say any-
thing of the sort.

Mr. HOLMAN: The question was raised
about his being a witness before a seleet
committee.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I said that I had a
bigger responsibility; I am responsible to
my constituents. 1 would never have you
as a member of a select committee.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Leader of the Op-
position sometimes favours select commit-
tees.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Sometimes they ave
necessary.

Mr. HOLMAN: Especially when an elee-
tion is pending. The member for Guild-
ford-Midland said that this reserve was not
a rubbish dump at all. T point out that
it was at one time infested with and was a
breeding place for mosquitoes.

Mr. Tonkin: How do you know?

Mr, HOLMAN: T have heen told a few
things, too.

Mr. Tonkin: I thought you were down
there.
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Mr. HOLMAN: Sometimes people’s
thoughts stray; but I did not stray down
there, Bernie has actually done the local-
ity a good turn; he has substituted cus-
tomers for mosquitoes. His tenaney is only
from week to week; and should his busi-
ness become a huisance the authorities have
power to terminate his tenaney. There is
another objection to whieh I wish to reply;
it was raised by a member on the Opposi-
tion side, His interjection was to the effect
that the assistants engaged by the proprietor
of this business had ‘to work unlimited
hours. As a matter of fact, they start at
a certain time and finish at & certain time.
They merely work their shifts.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Is that your
opinion? Would you agree to that stan-
dard in the Arbitration Court?

Mr. HOLMAN: 1If it were the ordinary
shift, T would have to agrec.

Hon. W. D. Johnsen: Would you keep
the busivess going?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Wil the
member for Forrest please address his re-
marks to the Chair?

Mr. HOLMAN: If a business is condueted
with a veasonable spread of hours, the Arbi-
tration Conrt would not object.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Then, in your opin-
ion, the Early Closing Aet is wrong?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the
memper for Forrest please resume his seat®
Hon, members are continually interjecting,
intermpting and making n noise while the
hon. member is addressing the chair in a
proper manner. T have repeatedly called
members to order. Hon. members should at
least have some sense of dignity and display
respeet to the Chair. It should not be neces-
sary for me eantinually to eall them fo order,
and T warn members that T have called order
for 1he last time this evening. If members
pergist in interjecting and making a noise
while a member is addressing the Chair, I
shall have to takc aetion. The member for
Forrest may procecd.

Mr. HGLMAN: I am thankful for that
dressing-down of members.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:
mewher may proeceed.

Mr. OOLMAN: Apparently Bernie's
caravan is not the only place where there is
a lot of noise. The member for Guildford-
Midland mentioned industrial stondards.
In many industries workers must foil
until the small hours of the morning.

The hon.
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For instance, the men employed by
the West Australian Newspaper Company
work in shifts. They finish work in the small
hours of the morning, after which they can
get a cup of coffee at Bernies caravan. Ber-
nie is rendering that service to the public,
A point was raised about the garage next
door. It now shuts at 8 p.m. and therefore
does not cause any annoyanee. But it was
not always so. Before parages were com-
pelled by law to close at 8 p.m., there was
the noise of cars entering and leaving the
garage; and if the proprietor was asleep,
he was liable to be called out to supply pet-
rol. Nobody has complained sbout that. It
seems strange to me that almost every mem-
ber whe has spoken against the motion lhas
qualified his remarks by saying that excep-
tion could not be taken to the management
of the bnsiness. Another such business was
established in the main highway ; it proved to
be a souree of danger to the publie, because
motor cars pulled np in the voad alongside
the stall. Bernie’s caravan, however, is econ-
ducted on eleared land, upon which much
money has heen spent to make it attractive.
Cars can drive in and out withont danger to
the public. As n matter of fact, the member
for West Perth said he had observed patrons
seated in vehicles in the area enjoying them-
selves. He also said that the patrons eon-
dueted themselves ,well. That is a fact.
Looking nt the matter from a legal point of
view, T do not think the public is deprived in
any way of the use of thig Class “A" reserve
hecause in the future any person will still
be able to enter that reserve in his ecar,
or if he desires to do so will be able to sit
on the ground and nobody will be able to
shift him. But that does not happen in
King’s Park when there is a tournament
in progress. I cannot sit in the middle of
the King’s Park tennis court, or even go
ingside nnless I pay an admission fee.

Mr. J. Hegney: You cannot sit on the
road ontside, either.

Mr. HOLMAN: No.

Mr. J. Hegney: You must exercise com-
nion sense.

Mr. HOLMAN: Mr. Shapcott has been
drawn into this matter. Mr. Shapeott has
assisted the Premier to get a little extra
revenne. Fvidently he considered the pro-
position and said, ‘*We can get some re-
venue out of this,”* and he has done so. I
venture to suggest that if the persons who
desire s select committee had thonghi of
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condueting this business themselves in the
first place I would not be here to-night talk.
ing about the matter, nor wounld it have
heen discussed by anybody else, Further,
if Bernie's earavan had been established
on a private block of land belonging to
friends of some of our hon. members —

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a very bad
imputation.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is not. If the earavan
were on Jand belonging to friends of some
hon. members, and they were drawing a
big rent from it, nothing would be said.
The matter wonld not have been discussed
if the block bad been owned by some of
the people who live in the vieinity and who
already own immense areas of land. In
that case it would he a different story al-
together.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are not doing
yourself justice now.

Mr. HOLMAN: Only hecause this hap-
pens to be a Class “* A’ reserve has all the
fuss heen made. But for that, Bernie’s
caravan could have continued indefinitely
and nothing would have been =aid.
Speakers in favour of the proposition are
at varianece. The member for West Perth
{Mr. McDonald), in reply to an interjection
av to who constituted the State Gardens
Board, said that the inguiry would prob-
ably reveal that fact. A little later he said
he 1id not want to talk about the State
(iardens Board, But the member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) does.
There is another point. Bathing sheds are
erceted on heaches which arve Class ‘A"’
reserves but nothing has been said about
them because they are performing a service
for the publis. Bernie’s caravan is alsu
serving the public. I do not like mention-
ing the war but I would point out that our
troops are fighting for what we term de-
moeracy. Demoeracy ineludes the freedom
of the people to enjoy themselves, the free-
dom of the individual who cannot go to the
Adelphi and pay fabulous sums for his
supper and who therefore goes to Bernie’s
caravan to obtain refreshment. I do not
wish to imply that the onlv people who
go to Bernie’s caravan are those who can-
not afford to buy expensive meals, becanse
my observations have convinced me that
many well-known people frequent the cara-
van and conduct themsclves in a perfeeily
orderly manner. As a matter of fact the
number of people whe visit the place is an
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indieation that there is nothing wrong with
it and that it is performing a useful ser-
vice. 1 hope the motion will not be car-
ried.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[9.10}: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result—

Ayes . .. . ..o
Noes . - .. Lo 14
Majority for .. - 7
AYES,
Mr. Berry Mr. Needham
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Cross Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. F. C. L. 8mith
My, W. Hegney Mr, Tonkin
Mr. Hohoan Mr, Willeock
Mr. Jobneon Mr. Wise
Mr. Lambert Mr. Withern
Mr. Lenhy Mr. Wilson
Mr, Millington {Teller.)
NOEs,
Mr. Abbott Mr. Raphael
Mr. Boyle Mr. Snwmpson
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. J. H. Smlth
Mr. Latham Mr. Thoru
Mr. MeDonald Mr. Walts
Mr. McLarty Mr. Willmoit
Mr. North Mr. Doney
(Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYES, Noza.
Mr. Hawke Mr, Hill
Mr. Stysuta Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Sleaman Mr. Patrick
Mr. Colller Mr. Keenan
Motim. thus passed: the debate ad-
Journed,

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.

, Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Amendment.

2, Coal Mines Regulation Aet Amend-

—t

ment.
3, Mine Workers’ Relief (War Serviece).
4, Mine Workers' Relief (Payments
Authorisation).

Without amendment.

RETURN—MINISTERS AND PUBLIC
SERVANTS.

Tisits to Eastern States.
Debate resumed from the 28th Augnst on
the following motion by Hon. W. D. John-
«on {Guildford-Midland) :—

That a report be prepared giving informa-
tion regarding the visits made to the Eastern
States by Minicters and publie servants on
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public business from the lst July, 1939, tu
the 30th June, 1940, such return to indicatc—

1, Department concerned;

2, Reason for the visit;

3, Period of absence from office;

4, Expenses of visit over and above ordi-
pary salary;

B, Whether a full report of the business was
prepared for direet submission to Par-
liament.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land—in reply) [9.13]: In closing the de-
bate I wish to say that I was diseppointed
that the Premier did not give eloser atten-
tion to the subject matter of the motion. I
did nof complain either in the motion or
when speaking to it about trips made to
the Eastern States. I do not oppose such
visits, but I want to know what matters are
disenssed during these visits. Members
ought to know more about this sort of thing
than they do. I have been & member of
Parliament for a long time and I know less
about the general administration than I hnve
ever done. That is due to the faet that so
much of our ndministration is either direeted
or influenced by discussions and eonsulta-
tions with people in other parts of Austra-
lin. That may be necessary; but I submit
that we should have a record of the dis-
cnssions. It is not right to argue, as the
Premier has done, that there is a record in
the Press. Surely members of Parliament
have not to go to the files of the Press to
vefresh their memories in regard to matters
whiech Ministers or public servants are
ealled to the Eastern States to consider.
Actuslly what T want, and what Parliament
should ask for is a yearly record of the dis-
cussions that fake place outside Western
Australia, in order that comparisons may he
made. We should be able to deeide whether
we are expanding in the right direction, and
whether other authorities are eneroaching
too mueh upon matters that are still a State
responsibility. We want a record of that
kind. I have asked for a return coneerning
the visits of departmental officers. The main
department eoncerned would be the Treas-
ury. We know the Loan Council directs
the Treasury by constitutional authority.
The representatives of other departments are
algo ealled to the other States for ronsnlta-
tions and discussions. We want to know
the extent to which those departments are
involved in disenssions outside the State. We
should have a vecord. not in the publie Press,
but in this House, showing the reasons for
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these visits. We should have the names of
the departments and the reasons wby their
ofticers were called away to the Kastern
States, and the subjects under discussion.
We are also concerned about the period of
absence from the State. Questions may arise
as to whether administrative officers are de-
voting more time to discussions outside the
State than they are devoting to discussions
inside it, and whether there is not some rea-
son for Parliament taking official notice of
sueh o thing. We want to know what it is
costing the State which, because of its isola-
tion, is obliged to send its representatives
oh frequent visits to the Bastern States.
From the disabilities point of view we should
know what these eosts are cach year, so
that by getting returns annually we can
from time to time make eomparisons of the
amount of money expended by the State
over and above ordinary salaries and allow-
auees on trips of this kind.

The next quesiion is the one to whieh the
Premier devoted most attention. He said
I required reports placed on the Table of the
House concerning all these questions. The
wotion does not say that. What I want is
a return showing whether reports were pre-
pared. T want the House to know the suh-
jeets disemssed and by what departments
they were diseussed, and T want to ascertain
whether we have been taken into considera-
tion at all, and whether Parliament has been
thought of. We wunt to know whether
a full report of the husiness was
prepared for submission to Parliament.
We know that at present reports are not
snbmitted, that we have been ignored, and
are not part of the administration ouiside
the State. I want members to realise how
much of the business done on hehalf of the
State is done under the divection of this
Parliament, and of how much of the affairs
of the State we are losing eomtrol. When
this refturn is furnished, as T hope it will
be, we shall know that no special report was
made for snbmission to Parliament. I ven-
ture the opinion, however, that that will not
he the position next year. It will be brought
home to us that so much was done, and that
very little was recorded from the Parlia-
mentary point of view. That will cause
the Government of the day and its officers
to realise that Parlinment must be taken into
consideration, that members have a respons-
ihility, that part of their respensibility is
to understand and keep track of all the
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activities associated with the administration
of the State. T am nol eomplaining. Al
1 want is the record. We should know what
is being done, and only by getting a record

of this kind from year to year can we com-

pare one year with another, know how far
we are going and where we arve going, I
hope the Government will not oppose the
motion, and that this valuable information
will be available o members and the general
publie.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. o 15
Noes 20
Majority sgainst 5

AYVES.

Mr. Abboit Mr. McDonald

Mr. Berry Mr. MeLarty

Mr, Boyle Mr. North

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Walts

Mr., Johnson Mr. Willmott

Mr, Latham Mr. Doney

Mr. Manh  Teller.)
NOEB.

Mr. Coverley Mr. Raphael

Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoredn

Mr. W. Hegney Mr, Shearn

Mr, Holman My, F, €, L. Smith

Mr. Lambert Mr. Tankin

Mr. Leaby Mr. Warner

Mr. Millington Mr, Willeock

My, Needham Mr. Wilson

Mr, Nulsen Mr. Wise

Mr. Panton Mr. QOroas

(Tetler.y
FAIRS.
AYESH, Nozs,

Mr. Patrick Mr, Sleoman

Mr, Hill Mr, Hawke

Mr. Stubbs Mr, Gtyants

Mr. Keeban Mr. Colller

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—HEALTH ACT.
To Disallow By-law.

Tebate resumed from the 28th August on
the following motion by Mr. J. Hegney
{Middle Swan):—

That the new by-law 1A, Section ¢, Part
IX., made by the Bayswater Local Board of
Eealth under the Health Act, 1911-1937, and
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ on
the 24th day of May, 1940, nnd Iaid on the
Table of the House on the 30th day of July,
1940, he and is hereby disallowed.

THEE MINISTER FOR BEEALTH (Hon.
A H. Panton—Leederville) [9.26] : Initially
T may say that Seetion 185 of the Health
Aect reads:—

A local aunthority may, of its own motion,
and shall wher the Commissioner of Publie
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Health so requires, make by-laws with respect
to the following matter:—Defining loealities
in the district within which the keeping of
awine or pig-sty is forbidden,

As stated by the mover, pressure was put
on the loeal anthority to make such a hy-law
by the Commissioner of Public Health, and
the reasons for doing so in my opinion quite
justiied his aetion. I think hon. members
will agree that there is slways some nuis-
ance from time to time inseparable from
pigsties, whether they be well kept or not,
and even when they comply with the by.
laws. The area in which the two piggeries
in guestion are situated iz now definitely a
residential area, from which offensive trades
should be execluded, as their presenee un-
doubtedy retards residential development.
The question is not new by any means, as
the Commissioner of Public Health has been
dealing with it over a eonsiderable period.
Complaints have been received as far back
as Marceh of 1939, following the announece-
ment by the Bayswater Road Board of the
establishment of a “mixed avea” which in-
cluded the piggeries complained of. As a
result of the complaints the piggery which
has been causing most of the trouble was
inspeeted, and the inspector’s recommenda-
tion was that the only solution would be
for the Bayswater Health Board to declare
the area in which the piggery was situated
a loeality in which swine must not he kept,
and give the owner 18 months to vaeate the
uwremizes. The Bayswater Road Board was
instructed on these lines by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health in April of 1939,
and the Town Plannine Commissioner con-
viirred in the aetion taken. On the 9th
January of this year, further eomplaints
havine been reecived, the Commissioner of
Publiec Health advised the hoard that the
period allowed for the vaeation of the pig-
gery premises would be extended to the st
July, 1941, and no longer, and a resolution
ta this effect was approved by the Lient.-
(tovernor on the 15th May, 1940. So that
in faet 18 months was allowed for the pur-
pose. There is no doubt that the by-law
is warranted, as since these piggeries were
eitablished residential areas in Bayswater
have expanded. ‘The member for Middle
Swan has himself admitted that there is a
bus serviee in the disiriet, and T feel quite
sure that the bus service would not be run-
ning if the number of people resident in
the distriet did not warrant it. The hon.
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member, however, also stated that thers were
not many residents in the area in question.
Now an argument is put up by kim that
certain people made complaints that the
local health officer was not doing his
duty. My information is that no vom-
plaints were made about the local health
officer. The complaints were about the offen-
sive smell from the piggery. It may be in-
ferred that in view of that offensive smell
the health officer could not have been doing
his job; but the faet remains that no com-
plaint at all was made against the healtn
officer, and that the complaint was against
the offensive smells from the piggery.

The mover also stated that the complaint
was made by a certain individual who de-
sired to get vid of someone else. T took the
{rouble to visit some of the people in that
area. Affer talking the matter over with
these people, my opinion is that there was
nothing personal ahout the matter at all, and
that it was a simple case of complaints
against the offensiveness of a piggery. My
helief is tat there is no question of any indi-
vidual whatever. Tn faet, a remarkable
thing is that an election was fought on the
question of the removal of the piggery. The
contest took place on the 15th April, 1939.
T have been fortunate enough to secure a
manifesto issued relatively to that election.
The president of the local progress associa-
tion was the retiving member, and he was
opposed hy Mr. Willoughby Lance. 1 will
quote Mr. Lanee's manifesto.

Mr. Sampson: Will vou not read the first
paragraph of it%

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is n great deal of the manifesto.

To the Ratepavers of the North Ward: All
industrics that were in existence in the resi-
lential aren of the ward when anch was gazet-
ted, are adequately protected by that scheme
(sce  Gazette 12/4/35). That scheme now
in existence pives justice to nll, The major-
ity of the residonta in the residential aren are
regidents only, and there is nothing in the
present secheme to prevent farming of any kind
ather than those elassed as offensive or re-
quiring a specin! license, being carried on; and
there is ample prevision in the present gen-
eral purposes area for these. It would be n
grave injustiee to the present residents to de-
preciate their property and speil their homes
by imposing offensive trodes in their midst.
I have no hesitation in apposing any proposal
that is likely to prevent the healthy develop-
ment of onr distriet northwards from Ingle-
wood, Tedford Park and Stireatley Park,
which is already at the houndary of the north

ward, Do not helieve those who tell you that
thie ward ia only suitable for pigs, dairies and
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similar trades, or sand pits, This question is
of outstanding importance at the present
moment, and you may rest assured¢ that T
stand for the healthy development and the
weneral welfare of a better Bayawater and
the north ward in particular.

A very cxcited election, evidently! That
candidate won by five to three. That gen-
tleman had a mandate to get rid of the pig-
gery, and was justified in moving as he did.
He has the credit of fighting a strange elec-
tion and winning by five to three.

Mr. Needham: How
voted?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
gentleman bent the president of the pro-
press assoeiation, and that is sufficient, irre-
-spective of the interjection. The Health
Department has the responsibility of con-
serving the health of the people; and where
we, as & department, believe that in the
hest interests of the people of the State or
of a district an offensive trade should be
moved farther on, we have never hesitated
to say so. That is the position in this in-
stance. Surely members are not going to
argue that because somehody set up a pig-
gery 14 years ago, that piggery has to re-
main until the distriet grows all around it.
As a matter of faet, when I builé my home
in 1914 the sanitary depot at Mt. Lawley
bad been removed. 1f that had not heen
done, there would be no Mount Lawley to-
day.

Mr. JJ. Hegney: And it took a lot of shift-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
the depot was shifted, and Mount Lawley is
a particularly fine suburb to.day. The Minis-
ter for Works lives in another desirable
suburb from which pigperies were removed
long ago, and they are mow located at
Wanneroo. That is what is happening at
Bayswater. T am surprised that the member
for Middle Swan (Mr. J. Hegney) should
endeavour to have the regulation disallowed.
If T had my way the piggerics there would
be shifted straight away, but they have till
July, 1941, hefore they need be moved. Par-
lHament owes a responsibility to the Health
Department to assist in the conservation of
public health. People who have already
erected homes should receive protection from
any nnisance that is apparent. The persons
owning the piggeries esn seenre over GO0
aeres in a part of the district not se very
far away from where they arc now operat-

many ratepayers
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ing. As residentiul nreas cxpand, piggeries
must he moved further back.

I have been astounded at the attitude
adopted by some local governing bodies,
ineluding the Perth City Council. During
the short time I huove been Minister for
Health, T have had occasion three times, in
econjunetion with the Commissioner for
Public Health, Dr. Atkinson, to step in and
take charge of operations. A little while
hack I looked at one depot in Subiaco that
had been vaocated by the Nediands Road
Board. It was one of the most disgraceful
places I have ever scen. The rats there
wore almost as big as rabbits, and no one
seamed to eare. A Lhree-wire fence had been
ostablished around the place. I do not know
whether the object was to keep the rats in
or out. However, the department had to
step in and tzke action. Then, again, the
Kent street sehool, which is a very fine build-
ing, was recently erected in Victoria Park.
T was asked to inspeet the place the other day
and I found that 2,000 sanitary pans pass
the door during the day, not during the
uight. The City Council authorities thought
it was all right, but it was not all right.

Mr. Sampson: This motion does not deul
with sanitary matters.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But it
is just as bad. I am giving members some
idea of what loeal governing autherities will
do. Should the central health anthority be-
come lax, the local governing bodies become
lax too. The conservation of the health of
the people is my first job and my big job.

My, Mann: It is of first rate importance.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tn
these times when we have large aggregations
of men in ecamps, we must be particnlarly
careful. Epidemics are apt to start in and
out of camps, and we must guard agaiust
possibilities. Every precaution should he
taken, and I appeal fo the House not to
disallow the regulation but to allow one
piggery to be shifted.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.40] : The Min-
ister said that he had discussed this matter
with certain people. Has he visited the area?
Can he say from his own knowledge that
the action taken was thoroughly justified?
No one will deny that conditions surrounding
piggeries are not always pleasant, but we
must give consideration to the position as it
exists to-day. The Minister read the mani-
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festo issued by Mr. Willoughby Lance and
the first paragraph of that document is of
importance. It reads as follows:—

To the ratepayers of the North Ward, Al
industries that were in existence in the resi-
dential area of the ward when such wus gazet-
ted are adequately protected by that scheme
(see Gazette 12/4/35) that scheme now in
existence gives justice to all,

I desire to read the regulation as it existed
at that date.
The Minister for Health: Read the lot.
Mr. SAMPSON: Very well.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those regu-
lations are really not under discussion. I
hope the member for Swan will link them up
with the mation.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, they were referred
to by Mr. Willoughby Lance in his manifesto.
The regalations which appeared in the “Gov-
ernment Gazette” on the 12th April, 1935,

read—

(2} No portion of the road board district
shall be used for industrial purposes, except
those lands coloured purpls, and excepting the
areas deflned in the scheduls. Industrial pur-
poses shall mean any work, manufactory or
industrial enterprise not included in a shop-
ping or business area.

(b) No noxious trade as defined by the
Health Act shall be established in any resi-
dential or shopping area, and shall be con-
fined to the gazetted industrial area, and in
auch location ae the road board wmay deem
best in the interests of the ratepayers and
public health.

{c) Any noxious trade must provide fo1
drainage disposal and the climination of
smoke and odours which the road board may
consider detrimental to residential areas of the
general amenity of the road board district.

Next is the paragraph that I desire particu-
larly to read as being of speecial signifi-
cance—

(d) Where an industry is established at tne
date of the gazettal of the town planming
scheme, the land shall not be used for any
other industrial purpose or change of purpose
without the approval of the road board in
terms of the scheme.

The Minister for Health: The town plan-
ning seheme!

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.

The Minister for Health: You do not
suggest that piggeries are included in a
fown planning scheme?

Mr. SAMPSON: I shall! quote a state-
ment hy the Town Planning Commissioner
himself. This matter eonecerns two pig-
geries, one carried on by s man named
Hatch and his family and the other by the
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brothers O’Neil. The reference by the Town
Planning Commissioner was made during
the eourse of his evidence hefore the Joint
Committee that considered the alternetive
sites for the erection of publie buildings.

The Minister for Heulth: But he is not
the Commissioner of Public Health by a
long way.

Mr. SAMPSON: No, but the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner is s very observant
man, and the Minister himself has not hesi-
tated to guote the remarks of that officer.

The Minister for Health: T said he con-
eurred.

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Middle
Swan has the support of the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner.

The Minister for Health: I bet he has
not.

Mr. SAMPSON : During the course of the
evidence given before the Joint Committee
the following question was asked of Mr.
Davidson by Mr. Patrick—

The huge stores in Sydney are miles apart?

The Town Planning Commissioner replied—

Now you are beginning to get to it. We
will have a store in Victoria Park like Grace
Bros.?

The evidence continnes—

And at Inglewood?—Never at Inglewoodl.
There are swamps through Bayswater, and the
topography of Bayswater definitely prevents
any type of ordinary development. You will
have your dairy and pig farms there for the
next 25 to 40 years. That has been sworn to
in the High Court action, the Taxation Com-
missioner v. Gold Estates.

The Minister for Health: The fact re-
mains that houses are being built there to-
day.

Mr. J. Hegney: No, they are not.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the Minister has
not failed to note what the Town Flanning
Commissioner said.

Mr. Mann: He is not the greatest autho-
rity in Australia.

Mr. SAMPSON: He is one of the autho-
rities in Western Australia; there is no
nquestion about that. How can anyone, in
face of that evidence, say that these men
should Dbe deprived of their livelihood?
Having heard the speech of the member for
the distriet, I considered the position a
most unfair one, and felt I would like to
ascertain for myself what the ennditions
were. By means of my speedometer, I
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found that from the extreme point of settle-
ment at Inglewood—or what might be
termed the extreme poini—the distance to
these piggeries is two miles.

Mr. Cross: Are you supporting the
motion

Mr. SAMPSON: Of course | am.

Mr. J. Hegney: Any common-sense mah
would.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have sympathy for
people who live in the vieinity of a piggery.
Something is to be said on their behalf; but
what of those who have put their money into
a piggery, after having obtained a license to
carry on the trade? The evidence given by
the Town Planning Commissioner cannot be
overlooked. Let us consider what the Min-
ister has acknowledged. He told the House
that the loeal anthority may, and, when in-
strueted by the Department of Publie
Health, shall, issue a regulation preventing
persons from carrying on a noxious trade.
Tt appears to be a facet that the loeal auth-
ority in question has no desire to close
down these piggeries.

The Minister for Health: Some local auth-
orities have no desire to do many things.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not want the Min-
ister to contradiet what he said. He said
the local authority, the Bayswater Road
Board, was instructed to take this action.

The Minister for Health: It was.

Mr. SAMPSON: The board did not see
the justification for the action. What is the
Department of Health going to do for these
unfortunate people, who were granted n
license to carry on this buosiness?

The Minister for Health: Fourteen years
ago.

Mr. SAMPSON: No; T understand the
(’Neill Bros. have been ecarrying on thei
piggery for four or five years. The piggery
is, so to speak, sitvated in the bush. How
long does the Minister say they have been
established there?

The Minister for Health:
has been there 14 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: No. These men came
from the goldfields.

The Minister for Health: One has heen
there 14 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: These men eame from
the goldfields with such money as they pous-
sessed and purchased a piggery. I do not
know exactly how long it has heen estab-
lished.

The Minister for Health: Fourteen vears.

One of themn
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Mr. SAMPSON: I am very doubtful.

The Minister for Health: Thanks very
much,

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all. Is the Min-
ister positive that this piggery has been egs-
tablished for 14 years? I do not believe 1t
has.

The Minister for Health: The member for
Swan said so.

Mr, SAMPSON: I looked at the fences
which subdivide the piggery conducted by
(O’Neill Bros. and the timber did not look
as if it had been exposed to the weather for
14 years. As 1 say, these two men came
from the goldfields, where they had saved
enough money to establish themselves in this
business. I believe the piggery is econducted
in accordance with the requirements of the
Health Department; bat, it not, what is the
department doing? Why does it not issue
an order? No; it sifs back and direets that
these people shall be evieted. That spells
ruin for them. I repeat, they should he
granted compensation. The department has
power to prevent them from carrying on
their business after the lst July next.
That is all very well from the standpoint
of the Minister, but what of those directly
coneerned? The matier is serions. One man
has a wife and family. In the other in-
stance, two single men are strugghing to
build up a business. Now, without justifica-
tion, they are being compelled to move out,
notwithstanding the local authority is of
opinion that they should be allowed to con-
linue their business. They are ordered teo
leave, despite the fact that the Main Roads
Department constructed a road from the
piggeries—I think the locality is named
Morley Park—to the abattoirs at Midland
Junetion. Does the Minister say that that
must be thrown away? As I said, I have
sympathy for those whose homes are close
to a piggery. I admit T have had some-
thing to do with pigs in my life.

Mr. Watts: Two-legged or four-legged pigs?

The Minister for Health: Did they smell
any sweeter than these?

Mr. SAMPSON: I shall not be personal.
This case requires—

The Minister for Health: Drastic action.

Mr. SAMPSON: —fair eonsideration.
O’Neill Bros.’ piggery is practically in the
bush. I think there are either four or five
houses mnear the piggery earried on by
Mr. Hatch. Both piggeries are licensed;
and if they were not conducted properly,
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then it was the daty of the Department of
Health to insist- that they should be so con-
ducted. Is the Minister for Health going to
it quietly by and allow the department to
throw these men out of the business they
have built up without giving them any con-
sideration whatever? Has the Minister in-
spected these places? I hesitate to ask him
the question for fear that yon, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, will objeet, but since he has re-
mained silent I can only imagine he has
acecpted reports made to him.

Mr. Thorn: Is it the Minister's job to
inspeet these plaees?

Mr. SAMPSON: It iy the Minister’s job
lo make sure that justice is done. These
people are to an extent the subjects of the
Minister ivasmuch as he is one of the Cab-
inet, and he should see that they receive the
consideration which the member for the dis-
trict says they should have.

Mr. Raphael: There are a couple of fowl-
vards on the Albany road he should have a
look at.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, they will be the
next places to be closed if the Minister has
his way or if someone recommends to him
that they should be closed. We may find
that the poultry-yards at Morley Park will
be closed down though they have received no
notice yol.  Seme of those pouliry-yards
were previously piggeries. Keeping pigs is
not the casiest way of making a living. Any-
one who has been engaged in that industry,
cither for a short or a long period, will
agree with me that it is difficult. I appeal
to the Minister to give these men—who are
vitizens of the State and are striving to
make a living—some consideration, cither by
way of compensation or by allowing them
to continne on their holdings. Why should
they not have compensationt Why should
they be thrown out, seeing that at long last
a road that enables the pigs fo be carted
to the abattoirs has been constructed by the
Main Roads Department? Would that road
have been made but for the primary indus-
tries that are carvied on at Morley Park?
[s the Minister concerned about what will
happen to these people? The O'Neill
brothers ave fine young Australians who are
engaged in this work, at no great detriment
to anyone else. Tt seems that when anyone
tries to do something a restraint is placed
upon him. If these men are not allowed to
continne ‘we should grive consideration to pro-
viding them with a fair and reasonable com-
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pensation for depriving them of their living.
If these people are compelled to go, what
about the buildings, the fences and all the
equipment they have gathered together to en-
able them to carry on? Is no consideration to
be given to that aspect? Are these people
national enemies or are they Australians,
the same as we are? Is any justice to be
found anywhere? These Ipeople will be
thrown out, Why?

The Minister for Health: It is no use try-
ing to work us up.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Minister had vis-
ited these places I think he would feel a
little more concerned. The regulation says—

Whero an industry is established at the
date of the gazettal of the town planning
seheme, the land shall not be used for any
other industrial purpose or change of purpose
without the approval of the road board in
terms of the scheme,

Now the road board, under duress, under
instructions from a department which is de-
termined to prevent these people from carry-
ing on, has made a by-law which this House
is being nasked to disallow. I hope it will
be disallowed, unless the Minister says he
will take steps to introduce to Cabinet the
matter of paying eompensation to those who
ate to he unfairly deprived of the oppor-
tunity to earn their living in a business
which has been approved by the department.

My, Raphael: A smelly one, though; you
must admit that.

Mr, SAMPSON : Just so, but pigs are not
the only animals ty which objection can be
raised. Thousands of pounds have been spent
on these roads. They are very good ones,
but I question whether a bus conld make
muech money running out there. It is a niee
bueolic or rural area.

Mr. Needham: That is very nice.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, and in time there
will be developments. T think there are
already signs of such development. There
are houses near Mr. Hateh’s piggery but
the (¥Neill brothers are practically in the
bush. These prople have done no wrong.
All they have done has been to carry out
their work in this industry. Lieenses have
been granted to them and now an agitation
has been set up. T suppose as a matter of fact
there iy always & reason why a piggery should
be removed; but T question the fairness of
what is being done, and T ask the Minis-
ter especially to note the remarks made by
the Town Planning Commissioner that for
25 to 40 years there would be no chance—
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The Minister for Health: Of Grace Bros.
going out there.

Mr. SAMPSON: He said nothing of the
sort. He was speaking then about Vietoria
Park. He said that a company like Grace
Bros. would establish itself in Vietoria Park.

The Minister for Health: Someone asked
him about Inglewood and he said, “No.”

Mr. SAMPSON: He said—

There are swamps through Bayswater and
the topography of Bayswater definitely pre-
vents any type of ordinary development. You
will have your dairy and pig-farms there for
the next 25 to 40 years. That has been sworn
to in the High Court aetion the Taxation
Commissioner v. Gold Estates,

The Minister for Health: At one time
there were swamps where the G.P.0, is now
situated,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am aware of that, but
that does not concern this motion. I do
not think the House will approve of the
very harsh treatment being meted out to
these hard-working people.

The Minister for Lands: I thought you
were recommending this as a residential
site?

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all. As a rule
the Minister for Lands is quick to appre-
¢iate anything that is said.

The Minister for Lands: You were refer-
ring to the bucolic outlook,

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. It is a truly rural
area, but it will grow, and particularly that
part at Morley Park. 1 appeal to the
Minister, in the hope that he will have some
sympathy for those who are endeavouring
to gain a livelihood by pig-raising.

Mr. Fox: And who are developing the
State.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.  What are we tell-
ing people all the time? We are trying to
encourage decentralisation and are asking
them to predoce something. The people
to whom I am rveferring have done so.
What will happen to them if the regula-
tion stands? They will be thrown out
and ruined. They must be runined be-
canse all their money is in the pro-
perties they have cstablished. The Min-
ister can smile and be eynical and have no
consideration for these people. He ean
bring so-called arguments to this House
with a view to preventing the disallowance
of a by-law whieh should never have been
framed.

The Minister for Lands: It is always bad
to cloud argument with verbiage.

The Minister for Health: Or abuse!

Mr. BAMPSOXN: It took the Minister a
long while to express that remark,

Mr. Raphacl: Get on to bees: we have
ad enough abont pigs for a while.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister lLor
Health spoke of an offensive smell
and said there had been cause for com-
plaint. Diflicultics frequently arise in regard
to piggeries, but the department has full
power to aet if it is dissatisfied with the
roanner in which a piggery is conducted and
to insist npon cleanliness. Pigs are not neces-
sarily dirty animals. The Minister referred
to a sanitary site in Vietorin Park and to the
faer of 2,000 eans being taken past a certain
spot every day. That was a very unfair com-
parison, ong apt to mislead members it they
regarded it at all seriously, The Health D.-
partment should view the matter fairly. It
should allow the local anthority to conduet
its own affairs and not interfere with its
decistons. Il there is interference with
these piggeries, the owners should be com-
pensated. I cannot too often reiterate that
statement, and I hope that ultimately I shall
~ueeced in making an impression upon the
mind of the Minister. To pay compensation
wouid be only fair. The Main Roads Depart-
ment has recognised the need for providing
a good read from Morley Park to the Mid-
land Junction Abattoirs, and now the Health
Department deeides that these piggeries muost
be moved. T hope the by-law will be dis-
allowed. It is the outeome of mistaken
gction by the Health Department in instruet-
ing the Bayswater health authority to sub-
mit the by-law, of mistaken action on the
part of the Minister in endorsing it, and
there wounld be mistaken action by members
if the by-law were not disallowed.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan—in re-
ply) [10.7]: The reply of the Minister to
the ease for the disallowance of this by-law
was ineffective because he had not been sup-
plied with all the facts. T should be one of
the last to plead for the disallowance of such
a by-law if there was building activity in the
locality indieative of progress. The Minis-
ter snid that one house was being erected.
Only the other day the ereetion of a house
was begun. The party interested in & pig-
gery asked the Town Planning Commis-
sioner to have an area excised from a 1y-
acre block on which to put a building. There
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was n desire to have a larger area for the
piggery, but the person now building had
some dillieulty in convincing the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner that he should have an
area of two acres on which to build a house.
Sinee I have occupied a seat in this Cham-
ber, T have pleaded for the expenditure of
publie funds on the construction of roads o
assist primary producers, particularly those
in the pig industry who wanted access to
the Midland Juanction Abattoirs. Soon after
those roads have been provided eivil servants
seated in an oflice and not having to work
as these producers do, tell them to go out a
mile farther. To insist upon these producers
moving nt the present juncture would be
quite unfair, Justice and equity should pre-
vail, cven if there are only three individuals
concerned. The Minister mentioned the Mt.
Lawley sanitary depot, but let me remind
him that houses had been erected all around
the old sanitary depot of the Perth City
Council before it was removed. Admittedly
it was not removed too soon. I live within
half-a-mile of the sanitary depot belonging
to the Perth Road Board, but no attempt
has heen made to close that.

The Minister for Health: When I try te
et it closed the member for the distriet
rushes in and objeets,

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The fact remains that
I live within half-a-mile of that depot. Fur-
ther, is the Health Department aware of the
faet that at my home the smell from the
Midland Junetion Abattoirs on a summer’s
evening is very bad indeed, and I am living
two miles away?

Mr. Sampson: Is it proposed to elose the
abattoirs?

Mr. J. HEGNEY : Of course not. Only ve-
cently action was taken against the factorv
on the Welshpool-road known as Binny's
Faetory. There was population all round
it, bmt it had retarded the development of
the distriet for a long time. It was not
due to any aclion by the Iiealth Depart-
ment that the residents got rid of that fae-
torv. We have no power to amend a by-
law that has heen tabled, and the only
eourge to adopt is to disallow it. The un-
fairness of the by-law lies in its requiring
these producers to leave in nine monthsa.
Had the department direeted the local
authority to allow them threc years, prob-
ablv in all the circumstances that ecould
have been considered fair and reasonable,
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but to stipulate so short a period of nine
months is quite unjustifiable. One of
these producers has been there for a long
time, and other people went to live in the
distriet knowing that piggeries were allowed
there. The man who has made all the noise
himself started a piggery.

The Minister for Health: Who is making
the noise?

My. J. HEGNEY : Huggett.

The Minister for Health: He never had a
piggery.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : He did; he went to the
Health Department and the Town Planning
Commmissiouer and objected. He got up a
petition stating that piggeries were to be
started all around, but we know that that
was raised as an eleetion isswe in the hope
of hocodwinking the people. The producers
affected have spent a considerable sum of
money in providing retienlation and build-
ing up their properties, and the short notice
of nine months is not fair. They will have
to move at least o mile further out. They
asked for a road to give them access to the
abattoirs; they asked for electrie light ser-
vice and for a school, and if they have
toc move a mile further out those ser.
vices will not be available to them.
At the present juncture that is not fair.
I know the Bayswater Local Board of
Health does not look upon the by-law as
Jjustifiable. As the Minister pointed out,
the Central Board of Health directed that
this by-law should be passed.

The Minister for Health; Only two men
are left now.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The others have gone
out of the business.

The Minister for Health: The school will
not have many children as both men are
single.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: That is so. The Minis-
ter, however, was single once, and so was I.
These men have to earn a living, and have
not had moch consideration from the Gov-
ernment so far as jobs are concerned. They
are now in a service in which they are ob-
tnining a living for themselves. They have
been in the distriet for only three or four
vears. I should say it was due to the in-
fluence of an individual and to that of the
Town Planning Commissioner and the Cen-
tral Board of Health that this action was
taken. [ believe I am on right lines in mak-
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ing that statement. It was made manda-
tory on the loeal board of health to pass
this by-law. In my opinion the action was
inopportune, though it might be justified
say, three years hence, or 12 months after
the war, These people are engaged in a
swall way in supplying cheap meat for the
market, a most desirable contribution to the
needs of the community, I will leave this
matter to the House. I cannot amend the
hy-law in question in the way desired, but
if it were disallowed a new by-law could be
drawn up to the effect that in three years
these men shall vacate their properties.

Question put and n division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 18
Noes 15
Majority for .. 3
AYES
Mr. Berry Mr. McDonald
Mr, Boyle Mr. Needham
Mra. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Oroas Mr. Snmpa on
Mr. Fox Mr. F. C. L. Bmith
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Warner
Mr, Jobnsen Mr, Watts
Mr. Lambert ¥r. Doney
(Tellar.)
NoEs.
Mr. Corverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Halman Mr. Raphael
Mr. Latham Mr, Thorn
Mr, Leaby Mr., Willmott
Mr. Mann Mr, Wian
Mr. McLarty Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilsen
Mr. North {Teller.)

Question thus passed.

House adjourned at 10.20 p.m
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PERTH HOSPITAL.
Administration Costs.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Health: What were the administration eosts
of the Perth Hospital for the financial years
ended June, 1937, 1938 and 1939%

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1936-37, £7,589; 1937-1938, £8,764; 1938-39,
£10,135.

QUESTION—NEW ZEALAND ‘‘POLICE
GAZETTE,'' 1921.

Mr. THORN, without notice, asked the
Minister representing the Minister for Po-
lice: Will be make available to members
privately, in the Clerk’s room, the New Zea-
land “Police CGazette” for the year 1921,
which shounld eontain page 759

The MINISTER ¥FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: This volume of the New
Zealand ‘‘Police Gazette” being approxi-
mately 19 years old, I have to ask for time
to ascertain whether it is available. I have
no objeetion to making it available to mem-
bers, if possible. I shall make inguiries in
the matter.

BILL—LAND TAX,
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton) [4.34] in moving the seeond
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is to
fix the rate of land tax for the eurrent finan-
einl year. It is not proposed to vary the
rate, which has heen in operation for 16



